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NO UNION WITH SLAVEHOLDERS. ~ 


The United States Constitution is ‘a covenant with 
death, and an agreement with hell.’ 


(3 ‘ The free States are the guardians and essen- 
tial supports of slavery. We are the jailers and con- 
stables of the institution. . . . There is some excuse 
for communities, when, under a generous impulse, 
they espouse the cause of the oppressed in other States, 
and by force restore their rights ; but they are without 
excuse in aiding other States in binding on men an 
unrighteous yoke. On this subject, our FATHERS, IN 
FRAMING THE CoNSTITUTION, SWERVED FROM THE 
nicut. We their children, at the end of half a cen- 
tury, see the path of duty more clearly than they, 
and must walk in it. To this point the public mind 
has long been tending, and the time has come for look- 
ing at it fully, dispassionately, and with manly and 
Christian resolution. . . . No blessing of the Union 
can be a compensation for taking part in the enslaving 
of our fellow-creatures; nor ought this bond to be 
perpetuated, if experience shall demonstrate that it 
can only continue through our participation in wrong 
doing. To this conviction the free States are tending.” 
— Wittiam Evtery Cuannina. 
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reFUGE OF OPPRESSION. 


, wns Picayune, dan. 2 
EGRO RUMORS. 
» and passed, and 
ii iPhances aions 
ing to rumor, were threat- 
generally in the South 
verything is peaceful and or- 
f a concerted att: mpt 
rdination, nor was #ull 
which the tel graph 
i to time of all 
placcs. A great deal of all 
“xaggverated, in the unthink- 
aent, or by the more re- 
i il irmiist. 
t apprehension of 
vould 
al f all, of any con- 
1 a single neiehborhood. The 
py 1 possible was that the 
i sedition from 
places where facilities 
uw some of 
t ordi mati m, 
| l insane hope of powerful external 
pagandism which has lately 
ts If wit ich vehemence in the North- 
[ n be no doubt that the late 
v maneeed as to awaken these 
1 to help the incendiary efforts of 
tors who find their way, in vari- 
namunities, in unsettling 
: d to their contamin- 
But at no time has the mass ef that pepu- 
reached or affected by their superficial 
| } * yvietimes of these delusions 
’ ing some isolated 
, for a moment, into 
e: but the disorder 
action sudden, the 
and in the 
sw yuld have he« n 
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, in general, contented, 
| and happy, hey md the laboring classes of 
r nation under the sun; and in the impro- 

of an attempt at violence by the turbu- 
jority would be found to rally 
uneouely for tl e § py ression of the insurree- 
We know that in this State, our planters 
most watchful to detect the move- 


in immense ms 


lly, while 
f incendiaries, have unlimited confidence in 
ty of the mass of their slaves. 
But theese attempts et seduction demand new dili- 
gence and new precautions, for the eaxke of the 


ite as much as for the master. He is strong, 
means for coercion and punishment at his 

ind. They are weak, and need his parental 
spport against the machinations, which are eys- 
lly directed now ‘to unsettle their minds, 

raw them into proj ets of which the issue is 

n to be adverse to them, and might be de- 

It is the greatest mercy to the negro, as 

highest duty of the master, to preserve him 

mm contact with these adversaries, who would 
niiad him to his inevitable ruin; and the time 
has evidently come for putting the whole system of 
ice and slave discipline into a new order, 

v of the plain dangers from a pertinacious, 
rior and hostile influence, which is incessantly 


x 


whole black eode of the State needs to be re- 
in view of the late developments ; and while 
fe melioration of the condition of the slave 
a ‘heerfully granted, the precautions against 


hiefs of foreign tampering with their igno- 

wid foreign practising upon the vicious among 

ild he precise, stern and unrelenting. A 

rtand terrible doom should be made to fall, with 
uty, on every man who, under whatever pre- 

, lends himself to the promotion of discontent 

\ subordination among the blacks, or wantonly 
ustards the peace of Southern communities. 


—— 


THE EXTENSION OF SLAVERY. 
Richmond Enguirer, in an article on ‘ The 
f Slavery the Policy of the South,’ says : 


rated from the illegal restrictions and unjust 

ns of the Federal Government, and left free 

levelopment of its splendid resources, and 

insion of its vigorous institutions, the South 

march forward in the career of glory witha 

Tand faster step than was ever witnessed among 

Oppressed by the burdens of unequal tax- 

couraged in the cultivation of its commer- 

1 nanafacturing interests, and dwarfed in its 

‘i expansion, the South will soon beeome the 

sd y of the anti-slave power. This 

‘ie alternative before us—a grandeur without 

‘in history, or an ignominy whiely one shud- 

template in the hare ¢ meeption. Will 

vose the career to whieh interest, honor, 

ry manly motive beckon it, or be content 

t of the craven and the slave? The timid 

Whisper that the expansion of our institu- 

‘an impracticable achievement ; but nothing 

y Possible with the people of the South. If the 

sists, upon what stronger ground could we 

o) upon this issue of the extension or re- 

f slavery? If the struggle is to come, 

“me now, while yet we have the spirit and 

, power to lefend our rights. If we are to fight, 

“8 for a principle which is essential to our 

'y in the Union, or our independence out of 

men Henceforth, let the free expansion of its 
tions be the ultimatum of the South.’ 


t 


4 


wr 


Dh lene 
ele 


SRE 2 
THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 
Richm ‘ 
: \ Richmond ¢ rrespondent of the New Orleans 
iS States the case : 
‘Th 


her 





Piiey of reviving the slave trade is unpop- 
, “Te, Rot more because of the hostile feeling 
g..., | Would be likely to produce against the 
the ome the leading European nations, than of 
Lu, Ueh it would involve to the interests of this 
end North Carolina, where large profits are 
* from the trade in slave property. It is in 
“spect that most profit accrues from the insti- 
n th se two States, Virginia in particular ; 
mules: wt CHmate and soil are not adapted to the 
Thich sgt these staples—eotton, rice, sugar, &e., 
‘Tender slave labor most remunerative. Our 
arises from the raising and sale of negroes. 
J4 it arises from their labor. In this state 

& 1) > tS Rot to be wondered at that Virginia 
waiq _“Rpesed to this poliey, while no doubt it 
beneficially to the more Southern 
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en2 lf there be one deeree of the Almighty which 
, Jt in bolder relief than any other on the 
at ite, it is that one part of the human race 
* slaves of the other, and that all men are 

“. ‘ree and equal, Thomas Jefferson to the 
Geul,- horwithstanding."—{ Speech of William B. 
“OF Georgia, in the late Southern Convention. 


we | 
r the negro | 


geod att mpts at | 


than the balk of the | 


n) A] 1 T 
SELECTIONS. 
From the London Anti-Slavery Advocate. 
‘WE MUST BE ALLOWED TO CHOOSE 
OUR COMPANY.’ 
Nothing can be more 


By all means, my dear sir. 
Teas mabl >. 
known by the company they keep,’ and that * Evil 
communication corrupts good manners.’ 
is natural and reasonable; no words can be more 
innocent ; but when we see how they are applied, 
we shall be better able to appreciate the spirit of 
the speaker. 

A little more than 4igthteen hundred years ago, 


The claim | 


| porters of the Anti-Slavery Advocate. 


a certain Iiebrew reformer and_ philanthropist, | 


whose name 
less millions of the human race, was denounced by 
the scribes and pharisecs of the day as ‘a glut- 
tonous man and a wine-bibber.’ They scorned hin 
as an enemy of true religion, ‘ a friend of publicans 
and sinners.’ 
own company, they would hold no e ynmMunication 
with him. 
followers to } 
hurried him before an unjust j 
condenimed to death with their entire approbation. 
And so it has often been with his d yoted follow- 
lers, who have labored most assiduou ly te conform 
themselves to his example hy doing justly; loving 


* #6 . . P's . Me 
mercy, visiting the sick and imprivoned, undoing 
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dee 





the heavy burdens and letting the oppressed go free. 
The worldly, the sanctimonious, the hollow profes- 
sors in all ages, have been ready to mar the eiforis 
of those whose devotedness and simple-hearted obe- 
dience to duty they cannot comprehend. Paul was 
called a pestilent fellow, ‘ who seemed to be a setter 
forth of strange gods.’ All the vials of the eoar 

abuee were poured forth upon Luther. George Fox 
spent half his time in jaikin the worst of had com- 


; ; rare 
peny, and was looked upon as an ignorant, trouhle- 


some, and danger 






has since been worshipped by count-| 


Asserting their right to choose their 


And finally they bribed one of his own | 
tray | im into their own hands, @hd | 
by whom he was | 
> jand that he eould not include among his 


| bible 


pretensions ; and many of them hage not scrupled 
to declare that if any book really justifies a —— 


= —=====—= |so utterly opposed to the very first ame es of 


morality, they will reject it. To any true Protes- 
tant,—that is, to every man who founds his relig- 
jous convictions on his sense of justice, truth, and 
morality, not upon a blind submission to authority 
—the sentiment, startling as it may first read, must 


We have ali heard that ‘ People are} inevitably commend itself. 


The American Anti-Slavery Society is made up 
of individuals of every shade of religious opinion ; 
their only bond of union being the conviction of 
the sinfulness of slavery, and of their duty to assist 
in its overthrow. ‘To procure sympathy and aid 
for the abolitionivts is an object dear to the sup- 
in no other 
way, as we believe, can the cause of God and of 
man be better promoted. When we ‘choove our 
company,’ we know not where to look for safer, 
better, more hich-minded—aye, or more truly re- 
ligious—companions. 

ihese remarks have been suggested by our hay- 
ing lately heard a gentleman of high religious 
uling,—who keeps his carriage, drives a roaring 
trade, end enjoys all the consideration which wealth 
and an influential position ean give,—declare that 
allowed to choose his own company,’ 

friends 
such people as Mr. Garrison end his coadjators, 
seeing that some of them heid views concerning the 
which he cdtid not countenance, and which 
had made the adhesion of cuch individesls injurious 








‘he must bé 


lraiher than serviceable to the anti-slavery cause. 


things have come to & pretty pass, when any 


Truly 
ful rich man, no matier how ‘ religious’ he 


Buceet 


imay be, can ailord to seorn the company of the 


us fanatic, whom no respectable | pi 


ma.: who valu chera ould acsociate with. 
We have the t ony of the Rev. Sydney Smith, 
that Mrs. Fr; disliked by the high churchmen 
of her time ‘a 4 low diseenter ; ° and they coubt- 
less dreaded t vil her example, might do by sanc- | 


nt, much more than they rejoiced in the 


from her beneficent labors. 


lg od resulting 





| The heterodoxy of Milton, Newton, and How- 
lerd hes been groaned over by thousands of profes- 
| surs, who had no sympathy with the glorious strains 
| of the poet, the sublime discoveries of the philoso- 
| pher, or the lofty devotedness of the philanthropist. 


Nightingale set forta on 
|her mission of mercy, the scribes and pharisees of 
| our time would fain have stilled the throb of enthu- 
iration which filed the national bosom, 


», when Florence 





| Siastic 
| hy throwing 
Unitarian.’ 
| As it was in times past, so is it now, and ever 
jchall be; the worshippers of shallow respectability 
| will estimate the noblcet of their race, the very 
lights afd true glory of their time, not by the 
| purity and devotedn es of their lives and the great- 


| ness of the good they labor to accomplish, but by | 


|the miserable guage of their own narrow secia- 
jrianism. In ‘ choosing their company,’ they will 
j have nothing to say to a man who has rot the ad- 
lvantages of birth, of wealth, or of good Mligious 
standing, though he may evinee the fervor of 


out hints that she was probably ‘ a} 


lof truths, we 


| 
| 
| 
| 


noblest orators, the most brilliant wits, the most 
learned scholars, the most devoted philanthropists 
in the United States, because they have not in all 
things squared their theclogy according to his pre- 
/nd at the same time that this strange 
ade, another prosperous professor ex- 

mt If es groatiy shocked at learning that 
me of the abolitionists had said, ‘If the Bible 
eanctions slavery, away with the Bible ! ’—whereas 
he would say, ‘If the Bible sanctions slavery, let 
us have slavery.’ It may be chat this declaration 
was aecompaniod in his own mind by the belief that 
no such sanction was therein contained. But when 
we heard this astounding sentiment uttered in the 
mildest voice, as if it were the most commonplace 
thought how differently would the 
speaker feel, if he, with his young wife and pretty 
little daughter, had a short experience of the work- 


BL! ions. 
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ings of that loathsome system of violence, lewdness, | 


cruelty, and murder wrapped up in the simple word 
slevery—a word with which we have become so 
familiar that we almost forget its tremendous sig- 
nifieance. 


From the variety of individuals with whom our | 


interest in this cause has made us familiar, we have 
learned no longer to estimate men by their phylac- 
terics or the loudness of their professions, for * by 
their fruits ye shall know them.’ True humility 
would make us distrust our own infallibility, and 
feel that those who conscientiously differ from us 
may be as precious in the divine sight as ourselves, 


jand as likely to be God's chosen instruments for 


| 
} 


effecting his glorious and beneficent purposes. Those 
who, in ‘ choosing their company,’ reject such men 
as Garrison, Phillips, the Mays, Pillsbury, Quincey, 
Foster, Higginson, Parker, and such women as Mrs. 


| Paul, the courage of Luther, the industry of Wes- | Mott, Mrs. Chapman, Mrs. Foster, Mrs. Follen, and 
ley, or the unflinching fidelity to principle of Gar- | the Weston family, from the number of their asso- 


rison. 
We constantly flatter ourselves that if we had 
lived in the days of the persecuted apostles, coen- 


have been found among those who fired the stake, 


calumny against them. But we deceive ourselves. 


manifestation. 


Anglican Church in those of Elizabeth, the press 
would, we fear, be as enslaved and the dungeons as 
full as at any former time. 

Now there is no other religious or philanthropie 
movement of the present day to be compared in 


for the last twenty-five years for the abolition of 
slavery in the United States—a movement of which 
the originator and the present leader is Mr. Garri- 


himself by the anstained purity of his moral char- 
acter, his inflexible fidelity to the cause of emanci- 


philanthropists of present or past times. 


And they have need of them all, for no other purely 
philanthropic enterprise has had such difficulties to 
contend with. 
full possession of one half the country. The churches, 


the system which not only degrades millions of hu- 


sentiment , makes the bible an engine of oppression, 
disgraces the name of Christianity and of liberty, 


out the civilized world. 


missionaries sent forth by a land where such a sys- 
tem is gloried in, and upheld by the whole power 
of the Federal Government ? 

If the abolitionists had been accessible to the 
blandishments of party, to the threats of persua- 
sions of the leaders of sects, to the allurements of 
office, the lust of wealth, the love of ease, or the 
hope of fame, they never could have persevered ia 
the teeth of such opposition. It was well caid by 
that noble philanthropist, Isaae’T. Hopper, of New 


stream,’ and such fish are the abolitionists in pur- 
suing the path of duty. The timid, tho self-seck- 
ing. the oheaisniesh, the worldly-wise, can hare no 
abiding place amongst them. In pursuance of their 
high a nes they have had to unmask the pretences 
of false-hearted professors of religion, and of those 
monthers of the name of Christ who have nothing 
of Christ in their lives but the profession of his 
name. When the Bible has been ted as a har 
to their progress, they have boldly examined its 
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ciates, must travel far before they find honester 
company ; and must do more on the slave’s behalf 
than malign his best friends, before much reliance 


fessors, or reformers of other times, we should not| can be placed on the warmth of their sympathy. 


And it is odd enough that most of those gentle- 


or locked the dungeon door, or leunched the bolt of} men and ladies ‘ who live at home at ease,’ not only 
: : : 
|refusing to associate with 


g the abolitionists, but 


The narrow and intolerant spirit which animated laboring hard to mar their anti-slavery efforts be- 
Torquemada, Bonner, and Gardiner, and the per- | enuse of their supposed doctrinal errors, are them- 
secuting priests of the days of Charles the Second, | selves regarded as schismatics of the worst stamp 
is as rife as ever, though restrained in its forms of, by the greater part of Christendom. 
If any one religious sect had now | away the sacraments, renounce an ordained minis- 
that full power amongst us which Rome possessed | try, reject some parts of scripture as uneanonical, 
in England in the days of Queen Mary, or the|and put constructions upon many most important 


They explain 


texts in flat contradiction to nine hundred and 


ninety-nine out of every thousand professing Chris- | 


tians. Every Protestant scholar and divine who has 
ever commented upon the Bible, has taken on him- 
self to judge of what passages were canonical and 


importance with that which has heen carried on | what uninspired, of what were genuine and what | 
For instance, Dr. Adam Clarke sug- | 


interpolated, 
gests that the serpent that tempted Eve was not a 
snake but a monkey ; he is dubious about Solomon’s 


son. Originally a working printer, lg has won for | Song ; and in his attempts to expound the Book of 
Revelations, has no better success than all the com- | 


mentators who have preceded or followed him. And 


pation, and his unwavering adhesion to princi- | the Rev. Baden Powell, professor of mathematics in 
ple in the conduct of his great enterprise, a| the University of Oxford, a man accustomed to 
reputation which ranks him foremost amongst the | think closely and to weigh every word he uses, de- 
His co-|clares, in reference to the facts of geology, that 
idjutors are also men and women of unsurpassed | ‘ the Mosaic narrative cannot be explained away by 
courage, highmindedness, and tenacity of purpose. | torturing the sense of words, or figurative interpre- 


tations in the details. It must be taken as a whole ; 
and asa whole or continuous narrative, we mani- 


In the United States, slavery is in | festly see that it eannot be regarded as historical.’ 


Now what can be more absurd than to deny to the 
. 


the pulpit, and the bible (as interpreted by the | abolitionists, who have to contend with a corrupt 
clergy) yt all arrayed in its pana a hoe Lape—, een See parent ~ aie in feo . 

ties sect, commerce ade, mally rela- | poses, that liberty which every thinken rotestan 
eachin aie to i great extent enlisted beer side. [Slade and exacan for himself? 4 
The constitution, the union, and the harmony of the | States, the high minded, the large hearted, and the 
great religious bodies appeal to the strongest teel- | truly enlightened applaud their efforts and admit 
ings of the ordinary American bosom on bebalf of | their sincerity, even though they may not unite 
the slave system, and against any earnest efforta for | with ail their modes of action. ber Stowe’s testi- 
its overthrow. The most determined resolution, the | mony to this effect we have repeatedly given. The 
firmiest conviction of the justice of their canse, and | poet Whittier lately sent to the Liberator a letter 
the strongest reliance upon divine aid, are essential |sddressed to Mr. Garrison, expressive of admiring 
to support the abolitionists in their holy war against | sympathy and affection ; and Mr. Gerrit Smith, one 


In the United 


of the wealthiest, most respectable, most orthodox 


man beings to the level of brutes, but enslaves the | men in the United States, whose good deeds are 
poor whites as well as the blacks, edrrupts public ;commensurate with his wealth, in a private letter 


dated Peterboro’, New York State, March 6, 1856, 
which we are permitied to quote frog, says, * The 


and lowers the prestige of free institutions through- | leaders of the American Anti-Slavery Society are 
What can be hoped from | honest, bold, unflinching, self-denying reformers. 
an American Bible Society which points to the bible | If they are not Christian men, then to be Christ- 
as giving inspired sanction to that union of robbery, | like is net to be Christian. I am not particularly 
lust, and murder, called slavery? What from the} 


acquainted with William Lloyd Garrison's specula- 
tions about the inspisation of the Bible; but in my 
eye he is eminently a Bible man, whose life is in 
harmony with the great principles of the Bible, and 
whose heart is imbued with its spirit. Tam not in 
the habit of going hack of men’s lives and spirits, 
to make up my opinion of them, or to enquire into 
their speculations.’ 

The folly and hy isy-of the sanctimonious ex- 
clusiveness of which we complain are terous. 
There could be no combined effort for the abolition 


York, that ‘ it takes live fish to ewim against the | of slavery in the United States, if the few workers 


were to insist upon an uniformity of ereed before 
they could labor in harmony. Gathered out of 
all ‘sects and all parties, they are necessarily indi- 
viduais of i minds—the very worst ma- 
terials to mould into a uniform sect. They agree 
that slavery is altogether wicked and must be abol- 
ished, bat they cannot unite on those subjects on 
which the absolute agreemant of people who think 
is impossible. Sectarian anti-slavery effort has 
eome to nothing in the United States. The inte- 


-rests of sectarian leaders or the reputation of the 
sect have always smothered their anti-slavery zeal. 
Effective action could only be hoped for from people 
who make the slave’s cause, not the assertion of 
theological dogmas, their principal object. To no 
other philanthropic enterprise has the spirit of ex- 
clusiveness been so hostile as to the anti-slavery 
cause, for in no other have the true workers been 
so often obliged to question the fidelity of sects and 
professors to their declared principles. 

In our opinion, the worst and most mischievous 
enemies of the slave in these islands, are a few wo- 
men who go from place to place, and from house to 
house, doing their utmost to damage the influence 
of the slave’s best friends—not by imputations 
against their characters, for the have none to 
make,—but by arousing the prejudices of the nar- 
row-minded, bigotted, ana ignorant, by charges 
against the soundness of the religious opinions of 
some prominent abolitionists. 
meet with Unitarians, they are ‘ liberdl’ and ‘ free- 
minded.’ They recount all the Unitarian ministers 
and their wives who ere among their supporters, 
and sometimes even let.it out that Rev. eodore 
Parker has lectured before the association of ladies 
in Rochester, N@v York, with which they corres- 
pend. Amongst perzons of evangelical tendencies, 
on the other hand, they are flamingly orthodox. 
The efforts of such persons as we allude to, are also 
further directed to turn the tide of effective sym- 
pathy from the cause itself, so as to promote the 
pecuniary interests of an individual protege of their 
own; and by this token they may be generally 
known wherever they commence operations. 





A SLAVE WHIPPED AND BURNED TO 
DEATH. 
PortsuovTn, Ohio, Jan. 7, 1857. 
| To the Editors of the National A, 8. Standard: 

Gentiemen: You will, no doubt, feel somewhat 
surprised at receiving a communication from one 
who to yourselves is an utter stranger, but who is, 
| nevertheless, with you, heart and hand, in the glori- 
'ous work of human freedom. 

Living as 1 do upon the cages. line between 
Kentucky and Ohio, you may be, perhaps, surprised 
to find that [am with you. But this is not what I 
sat down to write. 1 wish simply to give you a 
truthful picture of one of the horrid scenes that are 
oceasionally transacted in our neighboring slavehold- 
ing State. 

Tlappening to have oecasion to visit Carter Coun- 
ty, Ky., last week, I was made the unwilling wit- 
ness of a scene of barbarity that would have made 
the blood-thirsty Nero tremble. It seems, from 
, what I afterwards learned, that the slaves of one 
| William MeMinnis, quite an extensive farmer of 
| Carter County, were suspected of being engaged in 
a conspiracy to rise, upon a certain night, and, in 
connection with the slaves upon an adjoining farm, 
murder the white people. This report having gain- 
ed credence, the Som were arrested and tried by 
one of those mock-courts so common in the South- 
ern country. One negro, who was ae 8" to be 
in the conspiracy, was closely questioned and threat- 
ened with severe punishment in case he did not re- 
veal the whole affair. The negro stoutky denied 
having anything to do with such a quecidi, dis- 
claimed any knowledge of an insurrection, and 
begged to Be released. But he was doomed to be 
tortured until he confessed. In order to intimidate | 
the other slaves, it was deemed necessary to torture 
this miserable creature before their eyes. Accord- 
ingly, he was stripped—the weather being cold—and 
then he received 200 lashes on the bare back. Still, 
the negro swore that he knew nothing about the in- 
surrection. Not yet satisfied, these Inhuman mon- 
sters, excited as it were by the blood they had al- 
ready drawn, proceeded to tie him up to a stake, 
| with the evident intention of burning him. When 

told he was next to be burned, the screams of the 
f’ vor creature were indeed terrific and heart-rending ; 

ut, despite his entreaties and cries, a pile of dry 
| wood was heaped around him, and again he was 
| told if he would not confess, he would be burned to 
‘a crisp; still he refused, when the pile was lighted, 
‘and soon began to blaze around the victim. Unable 
longer to witness such unexampled cruelty, I rode 
‘away and made an effort to get some neighbors to 
| go and stop the inhuman procecdings, but was told 

to ‘mind my own business.’ [I learned afterwards 

‘that the negro was so burned that he died next day. 
Scenes like this have oceurred in this section of 
‘Kentucky before, but the newspapers studiously 
‘avoid publishing the account of them, and they re- 
main unheard of, unless some humane passer-by 
happens to witness them, 

Wy ith my best wishes for success in your glorious 
undertaking of liberating the human race, 

I remain, yours truly, 


JOHN KINGSLEY. 








From the New York Tribune. 
FRIGHT OF THE SLAVEHOLDERS. 


An institution morally bad rarely deludes the 
| world into the belief that it is practically good. 
| Wrong and injustice are not only theoretically in- 
/sufferable, but they have a bard way of renderings 
|nations, societies, and individuals exceedingly un- 
\comfortable. In the indulgence of petty vices, we 


|may sometimes lapse into a dreamy quictude, and | it so fascinating that eve 


| thenee into decided decomposition ; but a continu- 
ous and absorbing mistake like that of slavery gives 
us no peace, and makes our mornings and our even- 
| ings full of disquietude and contention. The slave- 
| holder, so far from securing for himself and for his 
| family that soft and lassitudinous enjoyment, the 
| desire for which is his moving principle, is surround- 
ed by unseen perils, and is the constant victim of 
| nameless apprehensions. His retainers cannot meet 
for prayer or for pleasure without alarming him ; a 
poor hardworking laborer eannot look sulky, but his 
master sees in that black face a l insurrection ; 
a Northern newspaper, arriving at the Post-Office, 
is savagely squinted at, as if it were an infernal 
machine ; the very chit-chat of the store and 
the tavern is scrupulously sifted in search of Aboli- 
tion sentiments. The great house is tremulous 
with alarms, and stands in dread of the humbler 
quarter-honses. There is a revolution planning in 
the garret, and « gunpowder-plot in the cellar ; 
Betty is putting arsenie into the soup in the kitchen, 
and Sam is secreting a rusty musket in the stable. 
All this reconciles us to blundering Irish servants, to 
half-cooked, breakfasts, and to boots illy-polished—to 
the innumerable inconveniences attending free ser- 
vice on which our Southern friends are perpetually 
deseanting. There is a pleasure in feeling tolerably 
safe, and there is rapture in the conviction that your 
throat is decently secure from the knife of the assas- 
sin. 


publie spirit in this is remarkable; and the 
recent ~ of ee oom furnished us with 
many notable instances of sach magnanimity. TT, 

kill a dog that has worried pene nerserne £3 


ing prophecy of a rise in the canine market. The 
teuth ia, that all the fuss and flurry, the public pal- 
pitation and panic, the excitement and the execu- 
tions which we have witnessed, prove, with a rigid- 
ity of logic of which statistics would be incapable, 
the pitiable weakness of the slave system. Such 
events as those which we have been compelled to re- 
cord, furnish a refutation of all apologies, excuses, 
extenuations and arguments. They knock our twad- 
dling friend, Mr. Richard Yeadon, as flat as his own 
style ; they make ludicrous the elegant simplicities 
of Mr. Simms; and they demolish the card-castle 
theories of Mr. Calhoun, reared with so much pains 
and at such expense of time, of thought, and of in- 

enuity. And most especially do they dissipate the 
irateesls fancies of ater President Lord, who, 


infusion of Christianity, has proved black to be 


When these people -white to the satisfaction of himself, of six other 


Doctors of Divinity, and of the Journal of Com- 
merce. In his multitude of bondmen, the patriarch 
found strength ; but the bigger the gang of field 
hends and of house hands upon a plantation, the 
greater the weakness of the whole establishment ; 
while in South Carvlina, where this species of prop- 
erty has reached a point beyond which accumulation 
seems impossible, they are in the last stages of con- 
structive pauperism, and would not have a doit 
wherewith to cross themselyes, did they not keep 
watch and ward over it with blades and blunder- 
busses. But who can imagine Abraham walkin 

about his sheep-fold with a revolver in each ratte 
and a bowie-knife between his reverend teeth ? 


——_—- 





From the Louisville (Ky.) Journal. 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A FEMALE SLAVE. 


When Mrs. Stowe’s ‘ Uncle Tom ’ passed through 
its multifarious editions, we hoped that the appetite 
for such publications would be completely satiated. 
It did not then seem possible that another anti-sla- 
very novel could be written, which would possess 
originality and be equal to the Stowe’s production. 
We were mistaken. The thirst for such publica- 
tions is perhaps greater at the present moment than 
ever before, and the ‘ Autobiography of a Female 
Slave,’ just published by Redfield, shows that there 
is yet a deeper depth of anti-slavery fiction to which 
the authoress of Uncle Tom’s Cabin had not attain- 
ed, and that it is possible to produce an anti-slavery 
novel of infinitely greater merit as a literary produc- 
tion and of vastly deeper infamy as a total misrepre- 
sentation of African slavery in the South than any- 
thing that has yet been published. 

The * Autobiography of a Female Slave’ is pub+ 
lished anonymously, but it is evidently the work of 
a female writer, and the dialogues in the negro dia- 
leet are far more true to nature than any we have 
yet seen. The writer displays an unusual accuracy 
of knowledge of the dispositions of our slaves, but 
falls into the same error committed by all the anti- 
slavery authors. The negroes are made for the most 

rt types of moral excellence and physical beauty. 
They are represented generally as saints and angels, 
while the whites, except the abolition emissaries, are 
painted blacker than the devil himself in wanton 
cruelty, selfishness, and depravity. 

The great demerit of this, as well as all other 

ublications of this character, is the selection of iso- 
ated cases of cruclty in the South, instances which 
are as truly condemned by the great mass of slave- 
holders as by the negrophilists of the North, and 
the classification of all such outrages to constitute a 
icture of Southern slave life. This is as infamous- 
Ph unjust as it would be for us to select incidents 
rom among the outcasts of society in New York, 
the vilest characters in the most miserable dens of 
the ‘ Five Points,’ and represent them as types of 
social life in the Northern States. 

The tone of this book is exceedingly objectionable ; 
it is filled with the foulest abolitionism that has ever 
been uttered. It contains the concentrated fanati- 
cism of Garrison and Beecher and Phillips and 
Fred. Douglass, but the story itself is full of thril- 
ling interest and artistic finish. It is the produe- 
tion of a practised pen. It abounds in beautiful 
thoughts and highly poetic expressions. Considered 
merely as a literary production, independent of its 
gross misrepr@sentations, false theories, and most dis- 
gusting ultra anti-slavery aspirations, it evinces a 
1igh order of talent and literary genius. We much 
regret to witness such a perversion of ability. 
We are pained to see a great genius thus grovelling 
in the mire of fanaticism, and soiling its brilliant 
plumage with the filth of ultra abolitionism. 

There are incidents interwoven in the story which 
will be recognized by many of our readers as exag- 
gerated statements of events that have transpired in 
our own city within a few years past; and the de- 
scriptions of some of the minor personages intro- 
duced, although greatly distorted and perverted, are 
evidently intended for some who have been and others 
who yet are residents of this city. 

This book will doubtless have even a ter run 
than any of its predecessors. It will be read at the 
North and in England because it panders, more than 
any other book that has yet been published, to the 
anti-slavery prejudices which are there epidemic. 
It will be read in the South to see how much more 
slanderous a publication than Mrs, Stowe’s ‘ Uncle 
Tom’ can possibly be conceived. 

It is only to be regretted that the writer has made 
one will want to read it, 
but while its readers will be charmed with the high- 
ly artistic performance and the literary excellence of 
the story, they cannot fail to be thoroughly disgust- 
ed with the effort to represent its details as a pic- 
ture of slave life in the South. 

From the New York Christian Inquirer. 

And here comes now another story of slavery and 
the South :—‘Twe Avroniocraruy or a Femare 
Stave.’ Of all the books which have yet appeared, 
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there are of vehement uence which peo 
every in of aliciep which sooth 


How easily the slaveholder is fri » and how | them—fine touches of reality, which bring us hack 
thoroughly, helplesly and hoped he is frighten- to simple life ; ut incidents, too, there are, which 
he exhibits to his ‘two-legged chattels. His |and oven pair g Angra seem 


eri 


But through the whole book there i 
unbroken life pad 


of and sim- 








mon: but then, no dog is worth one thousand hard 


ply of purpie os. This Erato fg 


The autobiography 


Federal dollars, nor has Gov. Wise made any pleas-" 


with a great deal of theology and an infinitesimal. 


of the greatest human life had not many folds—how 
few, then, must be in that of a slave, and especially 
in that of a female slave! The larger part of the 
slave experience of Ann, the heroine, is on the planta- 
tion of a Mr. Peterkin, a coarse and cruel man ; and 
the distinctive matter of the book consists in pic- 
tures of life on this plantation. We have no space 
for details, and they would be to no purpose ; for to 
judge the book rightly, it must be read. The char- 
acters are well introduced, well grouped and con- 
trasted ; in most instances, the effect is striking and 
dramatic. There is the and ignorant planter ; 
his son, a noble-hearted, inspired boy; his two 
daughters, wilful, proud, and cruel; the Yankee 
schoolmistress, timid and conforming ; the planta- 
tion doctor, bland to the master, and brutal to the 
slaves; the young Northerner, aristocratic, anti- 
slavery, brave and wealthy ; the young Southerner, 
not unlike him in nature—but the Northerner would 
not be rude to a woman, though a slave ; the South- 
erner, too, would be kind to her, would not hurt her 
with his own hand for the world ; but to please his 
wife, gives her over to the lash of a menial. The 
negro characters we think the most natural, and the 
most truly drawn. 

The character of the heroine may seem a contra- 
diction to this position; but we think it the best 
confirmation of it. The writer, possibly without in- 
tending it, did really create a very natural person. 
On the surface, we should ask, How does it come 
that this slave girl has such superfine style, such 
correct grammar, so well arranged a rhetoric, so 
many poetic phrases and allusions? How did a 
slave girl acquire these ? All this is unnatural, the 
surface reader will say, The few opportunities she 
had—the hasty and hidden snatches of study could 
not give it to her. We say it is most profound! 
natural, and altogether borne out by fact. The self- 
taught, the irregularly educated are ever sensitive 
about being conventionally correct. They usually 
write or speak, too, with aspiration, and this, often 
eloquent, is at times extravagant. Those who have 
been systematically trained are fearless, and under- 
stand the secret of daring faults. You may find 
solecisms in Daniel Webster—you will find none in 
Frederick Douglas; you may be shocked at rude- 
ness in Carlyle, but all is smooth in Hugh Miller. 
Disciplined power, also, does not strive; it rises 
naturally from the level of conscious strength. 
Withbal, there is an aptitude in the ne blood for 
emotion, and all that expresses it; for music, for 

vetic sentiment, for expressive language, for the re- 
lidious, and the ideal. 

We must read such books as this in the meaning 
of their life ; we must not deal too rigidly with their 
failings of construction, but we must pluck out the 
heart of their mystery, and inquire whence they 
come, and why they come. It is useless to declaim 
against them. They will come forth while instinct 
and sentiment are what nature makes them. This 
is not a matter of convention ; it has been ever so. 
Slavery can kill literature, it can never create it, 
Attempts many have been made at the South to en- 
list the interest of letters in favor of slave institu- 
tions ; but even in the South they have all died out ; 
with talent, money, fanaticism, interest, favor, news- 
paper, magazine, review, novel—when fed only by 
zeal for slavery, have expired peacefully, and with- 
out leaving mark or sigh, went away into the silent 
infinite. The idea of making slavery give life to 
literature, suggests illustrations which are so Iudi- 
crous that we forbear to use them. The very idea 
itself implies so much that is melancholy, that mirth 
turns into sadness, and we feel that to be satirical 
would be unfeeling. When hopeless and hereditary 
bondage—when the lash and the auction-block— 
when desolated homes and broken hearts shall be the 
inspiration of books which men shall admire, and 
women shall glorify—when the song shall be of 
Sambo going down the river—when the ballad shall 
be, not of ‘ Chevy Chase,’ among rival clans of tho 
mountains, but of ‘ Cushy Chase,’ by rival slave- 
hunters with their blood-hounds—when eloquence 
succeeds in showing that the love of liberty is not an 
implanted impulse, an eternal right, but the ingenu- 
ity of the cunning, and the supremacy of the strong, 
then will a Southern literature be created ; then will 
the divine be dead in mind and man; then will the 
fight on Charlestown heights be an old wife’s dream ; 
then will the Bunker Hill monument leap from its 
foundation, and drown itself in the waters of the 
Massachusetts Bay. 








From the London Times of December 19. 

REVIVAL OF THE SLAVE TRADE. 
The discussion upon the policy of reviving the 
slave trade—we are not speaking of slavery as it 
| exists in the United States—is a false move upon the 
part of the Southern leaders. We are not about to 
reopen the question of principles, but simply to say 
a few plain words upon plain facts. As long as the 
‘ peculiar institution ’ is confined to the limits of 
the States, it is beyond the jurisdiction of other 
nations. We have, properly speaking, nothing to 
do with the matter. We may, indeed, by the 
tongues of our public speakers and by the pens of 
our public writers contribute our quota to the gen- 
eral opinion of mankind upon the subject, but we 
freely admit that we haye no more right to enforce 
our views upon North American slaveholders than 
they have to bid us re-enact our corn laws or repeal 
our reform bill. 

The question of slavery, as it stands, is plainly a 
municipal one, and we have no direct concern with 
the municipal institution of a friendly, or indeed of 
any other power. The whole aspect of the ques- 
tion, however, is changed the moment we come 
upon a propagandism for the revival of the slave 
trade. As soon as that is attempted, we find our- 
selves in the presence of a host of treatics which 
have received the sanction of well nigh every civil- 
ized nation, and which certainly cannot be violated 
without the contingency of a gencral war. Noth- 
ing could be more remote from our intention than 
the suggestion of a threat, for we are well aware 
that between two powerful nations, threats are 
simply ridiculous iy weary speaking merely. of facts. 


Tt is our earnest wish that what we have written 
may be taken as a friendly warning, for we are 
grieved to see the leaders of the southern States 


a , suffered much from exaggeration and calum- 
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BOSTON, JANUARY 23, 1857. 








ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MASSACHU- 
SETTS ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

The Twenty-Fourth Annual Meeting of the Mas- 
eacuvserrs Anti-Stavery Society will be held in 
Bostox, on Tuvrspay and Farmay, Jan. 29th and 
30th, commencing at 10 o'clock, A. M., each day, 
and holding morning, afternoon and evening sessions. 

The result of the late Presidential struggle, though 
indicative of a growing unity of sentiment and pur- 
pose, in all the Free States, to resist the further ex- 
tension of slavery, shows that a mighty work yet 
remains to be accomplished to divorce the North from 
all complicity with slavery at the South, in a religious, 
political, and governmental sense. Surely, at a time 
when the slave oligarchy were never more active in 
carrying their nefarious designs into execution,—hav- 
ing the army and navy, the treasury, and all the de- 
partments of the national government at their control, 
with a strong majority in both houses of Congress on 
their side,—it is not for the friends of freedom to 
take their repose because so many cheering victories 


have been won since the great struggle commenced, 
but rather a time to be more determined and self-sac- 
fificing, ‘forgetting the things that are behind,’ and 
pressing onward to the goal of uNivERSAL EMANCIPA- 


TION, that ours may indeed be ‘ the land of the free 
and the home of the brave,’ and no longer cursed 
and disgraced by the most hideous form of despot- 
ism now existing on earth. 

[@" The meetings will be held on Thursday and 
Friday, forenoon ard afternoon, in the Mxronaon, 
commencing at 10 A. M. On Thursday evening, at 
the Music Hatt, lower room ; ang on Friday evening, 
at the Tremont Temrpve, at 7 P. M. 





Messrs. Phillips, Garrison, Quincy, Pillsbury, and | 
other well known speakers, will participate in the} 
discussions. 

A large and general attendance of the friends of | 
the Anti-Slavery cause is urgently invited. 

On behalf of the Board of Managers, 

FRANCIS JACKSON, President. 

Rorert F. Wauucer, See. 

wii “ 
STATE DISUNION CONVENTION AT 
WORCESTER. 
The Convention was called to order by Rev. T. W. | 


Higginson, of Worcester, and was organized by the 





choice of the following officers :— 
President—Hon. F. W. Binn, of Walpole. 
Worcester ; | 


Vice Presidents —Thomas Earle, of 
Wm. Lloyd Garrison, of Boston; Danicl Mann, of | 
Sterling ; William Ashby, of Newburyport; Alvan | 
Ward, of Ashburnham; and Charles Brigham, of 
Marlboro’. 

Secretaries—James M. W. Yerrinton, of Boston, 
and S. D. Tourtelott, of Worcester. 

Upon taking the chair, Mr. Bird read the call for 
the Convention. 

Finance Committees and Business Committees were 
appointed, after which Mr. Bird addressed the Con- 
vention in eloquent terms. 

At the close of Mr. Bird’s remarks, the Hutchinson 


family sang one of their fine old anti-slavery songs, 


which was loudly applauded. 

Rev. T. W. Higginson said he had some seventy 
pages of manuscript, in the form of letters from half 
the notabilities of the country, but time would per- 


mit him to read only extracts from a few of them. | 
The first read was a 


LETTER FROM HON. AMASA WALKER. 


Dear Sir :—I have received your letter, inviting 
me, in behalf of a Committee, to attend a conven- 
tion to be held at Worcester, on the 15th instant, 
* to consider the practicability, probability, and ex- 
pediency of a separation between the free and slave 
States.’ 

I do not now expect that my engagements will 
allow me to be present at your Convention. I 
should be happy to do so, for [am not in the least 
afraid to hear the questions you propose to consider, 
discussed in all their bearings, and to the fullest 
extent. I hold it as a settled principle, that when- 
ever it is authoritatively assumed that any subject, 
political or religious, is so sacred that no one has a 
right to examine it in broad daylight, and with per- | 
feet freedom, then we may be sure that the subject, | 
thus tabooed, is one we have especial occasion 4, 
investigate. 

That your Convention and its proceedings will be | 
denounced in the most opprobrious terms—that the | 
press universal will open its batteries upon you, for | 
even venturing to inquire into ‘ the expediency of a | 
separation of the free and slave States,’ I feel quite | 
assured ; and that such are your expectations I have | 
no doubt. I therefore admire your courage, in thus 
braving the newspaper wrath of the country, North 
and South. For it is a fact, as curious as it is sig | 
nificant, that, while the Southern press teems with | 
the most violent and ultra disunion sentiments, the | 
moment any movement is made at the North, con- 
templating even the possibility of such an event, the 
whole South is thrown into convulsions at our treas- | 
onable proeeedings, and joins its Northern allies in 
their aspersions and maledictions ! 

To ery up the Union, and ery down all those | 
who, in the free States, in any Way or manner, how> 
ever calmly and discreetly, examine the great ques- | 
tion, whether our permanent national prosperity | 
and happiness can be preserved, while the dead car- | 
cass of slavery is hound to the living body of free-4 
dom, seems at the present day to be the great 
business of politicians and the press. 

For one, IT must confess, I am sick of so much} 
cant about ¢ the Union.’ I know perfectly well that | 
it is feigned and false—that those who indulge in it | 
do it beeause they think they must, and lest they 
should be themselves damned as ‘ disunionists “—a | 
name of reproach they dread, far more than that of | 
* traitors to freedom.’ Our political men seem to} 
feel, that, so long as they insist that they are in | 
favor of the Union, at all hazards and in oer | 

| 
} 


| 
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emergency, they are safe ; hence they are constantly 
shouting, at the top of their voices, ‘ Great is 
Diana of the Ephesians ! ’ 

In my humble opinion, it is high time that this 
hypocritical bluster was silenced. But that work | 
can only be done in primary assemblies of the yeo- | 
manry of the country, like that you propose to hold. | 
The people of Massachusetts, I have the best reason 
to know, are quite ready to take the ground, prac- | 
tically, that they will have liberty and Union, or no | 
Union whatever. They are ready not only to de- | 
clare, but to act, on the principle that freedom shall | 
be permanent and dominant, that slavery shall sur- 
render all claims to contro! affairs of this nature, or | 
they will cat off all connection with it. There never 
was a time in the history of this country when the | 
people needed bold and determined leaders more than | 
at this moment. But such leaders the people must 
themselves create by resolving that such men, and 
such only, shall receive their countenance and sup- 
port. If the people will but exhibit the right spirit, 
they will soon have leaders of the right stamp. 

No one thing, as it seems to me, is so threatening | 
to all onr great interests as the blind idolatry which | 
the press of the country, whether literary, political, 
or religious, pays to ‘the Union;’ nothing is so 
calculated to enslave the people, stupify the public 
conscience, and destroy all true manhood. have 
not the least hope for our land until this abject, 
eraven spirit is rebuked, and men speak out as hold- 
iy and freely on the subject of « the Union’ as they 
do on other matters. 

The Union, we should remember, is a means, and 
notanerd. While it can be used to promote the 
great interests of freedom, and accelerate human 
progress, cvery man should give to it his hearty and 
cheerful support ; the moment it ceases to answer 
that end, or becomes an engine of tyranny and op- 

ion, itshould be at once and forever repudiated. 

ch are my honest and earnest convictions, and I 
will utter them fully and frankly, at whatever peril. 

Tam a Union man, with all my heart and soul, 
and I desire most anxiously that ‘all the States of 
our great confederacy should remain together in 


harmony and peace, provided the great ideas of the 





laration of Independence can be fully realized by | or *57. He ‘ did not intend to interfere with her 


‘, but certainly not otherwise, How this can be done his sons, or prostitu his girls; he 
#:ems now, after all the demonstrations we have had, t her in ion of the Bible was right— 
‘tore than problematical, Slavery and freedom are | there were pro such women as she in Sod- 
‘bsolute and irreconcilable antagonisms, that cannot\om and Gomorrah; he she ‘ would not leave 
y any human possibility coexist. There is not, never} his house.’ She ‘ might t him—he was a non- 
ee te an ee resistant : but he hoped she would not strike too 


hard, for it really hurt his feelings.’ 

So it went on till the house became a nuisance to 
the nei oats and the submissive husband was 
everyw upon ag a cowardly sneak. But 
one day, he made up his inined ta took 6 or 

ila horn, and, with his ox-whip in his hand, 
cat tl sty epee enaan 
= y, for your w is partly my fault ; 

t om over a new leaf to-day. Ei he- 
aegis wile, os . ‘Ou sa bo rai Ag and 
that forever, with the little bundle ou 
brought into it. I shall take the chiltines. ke 
oe ae make up your mind. Go or stay, 
ust as you like. 

: To + gehen of the man, she fell down at 
his feet, weeping bitterly, promised all manner of 

things, and, after he had lifted her up, actu- 
ally began to put the house in order. She treated 
him with respect, and her children with considera- 
ble tenderness, and fur many years they lived togeth- 
er with about as much welfare as man and wife 
commonly enjoy. 

Iam glad to see any sign of manhood in the 
North, and I think a fire in the rear of some of our 
Republican members of Congress will do them no 
harm. But 1 do not myself desire a dissolution of 
the Union just now. Here is the reason: The 
North is seventeen millions strong; and the South 
contains eleven millions, whereof four millions are 
slaves, and four millions are ‘* poor whites.’ Now, 
I don't think it quite right for the powerful North 
to back out of the Union, and leave the four mil- 

It is now twenty-five years since T entered the/| lions ‘ poor whites,’ and the four millions slaves, to 
anti-slavesy field, and engaged in active efforts to| their present condition, with the ghastly conse- 
stem the fearful tide of oppression in our land. — which are sure to follow. Men talk a great 
The lapse of time, the experience and observation of | deal about the Compromises of the Constitution, 
a quarter of a century, a more and more con-| but forget the GUARANTEES of the Constitution. 
vinced me of the terrible nature of that great sys-|The very article which contains the ambiguous 
tem of chattel slavery by which, as a people, we|*‘ rendition clause,’ has also these plain words: 
are disgraced and demoralized. While I live, there-|‘ The United States shall guarantee a republican 
fore, whether acting in the moral or political field, | form of government to every State in the Union.’— 
in the Church or State, I hope and intend to be| Art. 4, see, 4. [I quote from memory. You can 
found faithful and true to the great interests of| look at the passage.] Now, I would perform that 
humanity. Under the banner of Freedom I haval obligation before I dissolved the Union. I don’t 
hitherto fought, and ander that banner, whether | think it would have been quite fair for strong-mind- 
inseribed with Union or Disunion, I intend to fight | ed a to stay in Midian, keeping his ee 
to the last. junketing with his neighbors. No. \‘ So the Lor 

I have the honor to be, dear Sir, said unto him, Down into Egypt with you; meet 

Your friend and servant, Pharaoh face to face, and bring up all Israel into 

AMASA WALKER. the land I shall give you. It is not enough to save 

Rev. Thos. Wentworth Higginson, Worcester your own souls alive, but your brethren also, with 

* ees ee a pa Se their wives and little ones.’ Why, even that hen- 

peeked hushdnd in the story had too much stuff to 

desert his sons and daughters, and run away from 

their ugly dam. No, sir; the North must do well 

by those four millions of slaves, and those four mil- 

lions of * poor whites’; we must bring the mixed 

multitude even out of the inner house of bondage, 
vv. i 4 | peaceably if we can, forcibly if we must. 

to he a failure, upon the people of Massachusetts, | 3ut, if you insist on separation, and will make 

‘ to meet in Convention, at Worcester, on Thursday, | dissolution the basis of agitation, why, [ think much 

the 15th of January, to consider the practicability, good will come of it. Let me give a hint as to the 

probability, and expediency of a separation of the} jine of demarkation between the two new nations. 

free and slave States ; and inviting me, in behalf} 7 would say—Freedom shali take and keep,—1, the 

of the ¢ ommittee of Arrangements, * to be present, land east of the Chesapeake Bay ; 2, all that is north 

or to communicate my sentiments, on the subject in| of the Potomac and the Ohio; all that is west of 

question.” Your Committee of Arrangements could) the Mississi :pi—i. e., all the actual territories, 


Now I think that the more fully and calmly we 
examine this great question, the better it will be 
for our common “pw The incessant stream of 
fulsome pore a 8, Union, ber flows from 
the press of the — 
the eyes of the people of t South, 
to d 
well t 


us in 
leads them 
ise and trample on us. They regard it, as 
ey may, as mean, dastardly, and mercenary. 
We shall never take one step in the right direction 
until we have, in the most unequivocal manner, 
announced to ther, in language they can neither 
misconstrue nor misunderstand, that we are deter- 
mined that freedom shail be national, that slavery, 
if allowed to exist at all, shall be a local institution, 
to be tolerated only within its present limits, and 
that every proper means shall be used to terminate it 
as soon as practicable; that the General Govern- 
ment shall not recognise it at all, or give it counte- 
nance, either directly or indireetly. 

Now, sir, if the object of yourself and your asso- 
ciates is to awaken the people to a free and fearless 
discussion of this great question, with a determina- 
tion to act in such a manner as their conviction 
shall dictate, let that action be what it may, then I 
am with you; if not, then you can, and doubtless 
will, go on very satisfactorily without me; but at all 
events, I am right glad that somebody has had the 
courage to move in this matter. The spell must be 
broken, even at the risk of broken heads, and those 
who have the hardihood to engage in such a work, 

_are the men to do it. 





LETTER FROM HON. HENRY WILSON. 


Senate Cuamper, Jan. 10, 1857. 
Rev. T. W. Hicetwson—Dear Sir: I have re- 
ceived your note, enclosing the call of several citi- 
zens of Worcester, who believe ‘ the existing Union | 





new Union formed with foreign slaveholders, for 
the avowed purpose of perpetuating 
slavery, giving the single band 

slaves an influence over 


free States, equal to sixty-one of the intelligent free- 
men of the North. pie 
Will lders, or their servile allies, insist that 
Tam 
Texas, as the work of our Republican fathers ? I 
iate the idea. It was the work of Democratic 
slavebolders and their winions, against ms efforts 
and against the efforts of the friends a il 
against the Constitution, and by the sacrifice of 
honor and self-respect of the people of the free 
States. My ancestors did not toil seven 
years of some and oc rage the of 
subjugating their offspring to con 
holdings forei ners, pon a di terms. To 
retend that I feel attachment, love, or veneration, 
Pr this new Union with Texas, would bespeak my- 
self a slave. I maintain it from no such emotions. 
Our Northern people maintain it very much as the 
Hungarians maintain their union with Austria, for 
the reason that we can do no better. Aceording_ to 
the Democratic doctrine, Congress may, to-morrow, 
repeal the joint resolution of annexation, and the 
Union would be dissolved. 
Will the slaveholders or the minions of the slave 
wer denounce me for speaking these truths? I 
ae to no such tyranny. The man who dare not 
speak his honest convictions is already a slave, and 


a freeman’s right.” Our Union must be maintained 
by justice, not by tyranny. 

I hesitate not to declare, that this federal 
was instituted, and the people now hold the clear 


nance of it is purely a question of policy, not of duty. 


Union. It is a notorious fact, that for thirt 
leading Southern men have cherished the ho 


they generally expect to take place in 1860. 


States. 


wives, their slaves, and concubines. 


ed to the number of their slaves. 





not expect me to ‘ be present’ at your Convention ; 
but as you have invited me ‘ to communicate my 
sentiments,’ I will frankly do so. 

{ have read, with sincere and profound regret, 
this call on the people of Massachusetts * to meet in 
Convention to consider the practicability, probabil- 
ity, and expediency of a separation of the free and 
slave States.’ I regret to find gentlemen rushing 
into a movement which can have no other issues than 
to put a burden upon the cause to which they have 


and the rest of New Mexico; the entire States of 
Missouri, Arkansas, and Texas, with the part of 
Louisiana wegt of the Mississippi. 


than this. Nay, lam _ not sure that in case of act- 
ual separation, Virginia and Kentucky would not 
beg us to let the amputating knife go clear down to 
North Carolina and Tennéssee, and cut there; for I 
think there is too much freedom yet in the north- 


with the right of reversion in Mexico, Nicaragua, | 


given 80 many years of self-sacrificing toil, and to 
impair their influence in the future. Impotent for 
good, this moyement ean only be productive of evil. 
[t may be seized upon by adroit political leaders to 
alarm the timid ; to deceive and mislead those who 
have already been deluded and misled by artful men 
into the support of the interests of slavery. Im- 
prudent words and rash deeds, on the part of the 
opponents of slavery, only add to the power of those 
in the North and im the South, who have used the 
people to secure the ascendency of the slave propa- 
gandists. 

The American people are a patriotic people. They 
love their country—their whole country. The pre- 


with the general rot of the slave limbs. 
bloodshed ; I believe it now no longer. 
fee much longer bear or forbear. 


oceupy therein. 


which goes into the ditch. 


ernmost slave States to consent to be left to perish 


I used to think this terrible question of freedom 
or slavery in America would be settled without 
The South 
does not seem likely to give way—the termagant 
| has had her will so long; [am sure the North will 
I think we shall 
not consent to have Democracy turned out of the 
| American house, and allow Despotisn to sit and 
If the North and the South ever 
do lock horns and push for it, there is no doubt 
One weighs seventeen 
millions, the other deven millions ; but, besides, the 


servation of that Union which makes us one people, | Southern animal is exceedingly weak in the whole 
is with them a duty imposed alike by interest and hind-quarters—four milliona in weight, not strong 
pon _If the movement at Worcester shall! in the fore-quarters, of the same bulk, and stiff only 
wave any effect at all, it will only serve to array | jy the neck and head—of which Bully Brooks is a 
against those who are battling to arrest the further | fir sample—while the Northern creature is weak 
extension of slavery, and the longer domination of} only in the neck and horns, which would beeome 
the slave perpetualists, that intense, passionate and | stiff enough in a little time. : 


vehement spirit of nationality which glows in the 
bosoms of the American people. 


Yours for the Right, anyhow, 
THEODORE PARKER. 


| 
Nortu Brooxrrerp, Jan. 10th, 1857. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


L avail myself, therefore, of your invitation to 
‘ communicate my sentiments’ to the Convention, 
to frankly announce to you and the signers of the 
call, that I have no sympathy for, nor can I have 
any connection with, any movement which contem- T 
plates the dissolution of the Union. The logic of 
the head and the logie of the heart teach me to re- 
gard all such movements, either in the North or the 
South, as crimes against liberty. I denounced, dur- 
ing the late canvass, the unpatriotic and treasonable 
language of Southern politicians and presses. I 
have denounced them here, on the floor of the Sen- 
ate. Ishall hold the incoming Administration re- 
sponsible before the country, if it bestows its patron- 





LETTER FROM HON. J. R. GIDDINGS. 


Wasurincton Crry, Jan. 7, 1857. 
. W. Hicersson—Dear Sir: I have received 
your note inviting me, on behalf of the Committee 


ter on Thursday next, which is expected to assemble 
for the purpose of considering the practicability, 
the probability, and expediency, of a separation be- 
tween the free and slave States. The questions are 
ofa grave character, and should be well considered. 
Indeed, amid all that has been said and written upon 
the subject of slavery, for the last five years, and the 
age upon the Richmond Enquirers, Charleston Mer-! action of the Federal government for its extension, it 
curys, and New Orleans Deltas; and I shall resist | were impossible that reflecting men should have fail- 
the confirmation of the Wises, the Floyds, and the | ed to consider the propriety of continuing the Union 
Rhetts of the South, if they shall be placed before | between our free and slave States ; nor is it possible 
us for official positions. | for us to disguise the fact that slavery and freedom 
I cannot but indulge the hope, that when the | are opposites, antagonisms, and cannot well exist 
signers of this call assemble in the heart of our} together. rr 
good old Commonwealth, they wilt conclude to | Oar republican fathers, in laying down the essen- 
leave all the impotent and puerile threats against | tial truths on which they based their hopes of our 
the Union to the Southern slave propagandists, and | nation’s glory, first stated the right of all men to 
proclaim their readiness to follow, in the conflicts of | life, liberty, and happiness ; then declared that gov- 
the future, the banner of ‘ Liserty anp Unron,’| ernments are instituted among men to secure the en- 
aronnd which rallied, in the late CANVASS, nearly joyment of those rights : and thirdly, they proclaim- 
fourteen hundred thousand intelligent and patriotic ed a farther self-evident truth, ‘ that whenever any 
American freemen. A firm and inflexible adher-| form of government becomes destructive of these ends, 
ence to this constitutional and patriotic position | it is the right of the people to alter or abolish it, and 
will, Tam confident, secure the prohibition of sla- | institute a new government, laying its foundations on 
very in all places under the executive authority of | such principles, and organizing its powers in such 
Congress, overthrow the slave power in the National | form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their 
Government, and prepare the way for the peaceful "safety and happiness.’ 
emancipation of the bondmen by the consent of the| “I hesitate not to say, that this government has 
people of the slaveholding States. a | been so administered, “for the last quarter of a cen- 
Yours truly, HENRY WILSON. | tary as to be destructive of the lives, the liberties, 
anc hoppiners of a portion of the people ; in short, 
it has become destructive of the very objects for 
which it was established. Its influence and its 
im | powers have been exerted to extend the most bar- 
Boston, Jan. 18, 1857. | barous system of human bondage known to man- 
My Dear Hicernson :—I have no time but cars kind. Three distinct and separate wars have been 
time, and no space but the railroad, so you will ex-| waged to uphold and maintain the system of Ameri- 
cuse me if my letter be writ with a pencil, and dated | can slavery. More than three hundred millions of 
between nowhere and everywhere. | dollars have been drawn from the pockets of our 
I cannot attend your Convention to-morrow, as/ laboring people, and paid out by government for 
other business takes me elsewhere. Yet I am glad} that purpose; and more than five hundred thousond 
you have called it. For the South has so long cried | human victims have been sent to premature gaves, to 
* wolf,’ * wolf,’ and frightened every sheepish poli-| uphold and maintain the interests of an institution 
tician at the North, that it is time somebody should | which the present administration and its supporters 
let those creatures have a glimpse of the real ani-| are seeking to extend and eternize. In one of the 
mal, and see how the South will like his looks. I) wars alluded to, eighty thousand freemen were sacri- 





LETTER FROM REV. THEODORE PARKER. 


Railroad Cars from New Haven to 4 


of Arrangements, to attend a Convention in Worces- | 


| night and day, and was, besides, feeble-bodied, and 


once heard of a very honest, sober and excellent | 


sort of a man, who was unequally yoked to one of 
the most shrewish mates that ever cursed soul or 
body. She was thriftless, idle, drunken, dirty, 
lewd, shrill-voiced, with a tongue which went ever, 


ugly to look upon. Moreover, she beat’ the chil- 
dren, starved them, and would not allow them even 
to attend school, or to go to meeting, but bronght 
up the girls in loose ways. Whenever the good 


ficed to this Moloch of oppression, and, in one day, 
nearly three hundred fathers, mothers, and children, 
were barbarously butchered by our army, for no 
other crime than attachment to their God-given 
rights of liberty ; and the groans of men and wo- 
men, murdered in Kansas by employees of the gov- 
ernment, have not yet ceased to ring in our ears. 
We have acquired vast, territory, and spread the 
curse of human bondage over it; we have erected 
inine slavebolding States, and united them to our 





man ventured to remonstrate a little, and took the| federal Union ; we have authorized slavery in Utah, 
part of one of his own children, the termagant, |New Mexico, and Western Texas; we have author- 


who came of no good stock herself, but had an 
‘ equivocal generation,’ called him a ‘ beggar,’ a 
‘greasy mechanic,’ an ‘abolitionist,’ and with 
ghastly oaths told him he was ‘ not fit company for 
a lady of her standing’ ; and if he found fault with 
her standing and character, she would leave his bed 
and board forever, and let his old house fall about 
his ears for him. She justified her conduct by quo- 
ting odd-ends of Scripture. She had ‘ divineautho- 
rity’ for all she was doing. ‘ Wasn’t there Jezebel, 
in the Old Testament, and the strange woman who 
turned the heart of Solomon, and his head too? 
Did not the book of Proverbs speak of just such a 
Woman as she was; and was there not another great 
ereature in scarlet, spoken of in the New Testa- 
ment? The beok of Revelation was on her side.’ 
So the shrew raised her broom-stick, and beat the 
cag hen-pecked husband till he apologized as hum- 
d 


ized a coastwise commerce in human flesh, which is 
now carried on under the protection of the Ameri- 
can flag ; we have established slavery and the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia, and involved our 
people of the free States in the disgrace, the crime, 
and the e of returning fugitives rere 5 ate 
sion. Under the fostering love of this federal gov- 
ernment, the number of slaves has increased more 
than three millions; and throughout fifteen States 
and their territories, bereaved fathers and mothers 
mourn the loss of children, torn from their embrace 
by bratal slave-dealers, and brothers and sisters, 
from each other, —— weep in chains, 
and millions of hearts are ing under the ac- 
cumulated wrongs of that institution. 
Our government has long been administered with 
the evident intention to overthrow the objects and 
pu of those who founded it. Even the Union 





y as any Republican member of Congress in 1856 


formed by our fathers was long since abandoned, and 


fluence. 
| be disgraced, who wil 


the national interests of our | 


slaveho 
bound to revere and cherish this Union with: 


he who would geal the lips of freemen, on any sub- 
ject, is a tyrant at heart, with no just conception of 


govern- 
ment has been destructive of the ends for which it 


and indisputable right to alter or abolish it, and es- 
tablish a new ene; and that the further mainte- 


To the provocations enumerated, Southern states- 
men have constantly added threats to dissolve the 
years 

of 
forming a Southern Confederacy, separate and inde- 
pendent of the free States ; recently, this plan has 
come into very general favor at the South. Editors 
and politicians now announce their determination to 
secede from the Union as soon as the Republicans 
shall obtain control of the Federal government, which 


paratory to this event, they are collecting arms, es- 
tablishing magazines of powder and military sup- 
plies, strengthening their defences, organizing and 
disciplining their militia, and forming associations 
and combinations to effect a separation from our free 
Their presses and statesmen generally assert 
also that they will separate from us, unless the in- 
fluence of slavery be extended in proportion as free- 
dom expands, over our territories and new States ; 
and they demand that Utah, with its polygamy, and 
slavery, and concubinage, shall be received into po- 
litical fellowship by the descendants of the Pilgrims : eT ale or how many of the Colonies would take 
that New England puritanism shall mingle with the | si 

heathenism of Mormon: permitting the barbarians 
of Utah to hold superior influence in the common 
government, in proportion to the number of their 
They also in- 
sist that another Union shall W@ formed With the 
Spanish slaveholders of Cuba, giving them superior 
influence and power in the government, proportion- 


Against their designs, we should exert all our in- 
Indeed, the pe of that free State must 

consent to be thus transferred | 
to the control of Spanish slaveholders, or of the po- 








who established our government ; and that we shall 
[Fastaue tc cheat p blic conscience of the na- 
i cease to exist outside of 
. We will then say to the slavehold- 
States, undind ad heavy burdens and let 
the oppressed go free ; or, if yo prefer to maintain 
that institution, ‘ peré with it. 
For the honor of your prog as accept, 
for yourself and associates, m yi 
Very respeetfully, 5. R. GIDDINGS. 


LETTER FROM FRANCIS JACKSON, ESQ. 
Boston, January 14, 1857. 


vernment, two such an 


uiescence in the necessity of Disunion. 
e course of events, for the past twenty years 


the Slave Power during the 


throughout its whole length and breadth. 


action of eve 


of the iniquit 


to the South—there is no slavery in Massachusetts ? 


Pre- | That question answered itself long ago. 

Now the advocates of Disunion are taunted with 
the question,—‘ Where are you going to draw the 
Our reply is,—Let the line draw itself, 
while we continue ‘ to reason of righteousness, tem- 


line?’ 


perance, and judgment to come.’ 


remedy. They decided that question at Lexington 


this they did, without knowing where the line woul 


with England. 
The line drew itself then, but the North did no 
find it out until the following year, when that glori 
ous Declaration was issued at Philadelphia, point 
ing it out. 


every honest effort in that direction. 
FRANCIS JACKSON. 








| lygamists of Utah. I would maintain the Union asit | adopted at the evening session :— 


IT think the North will not he content with less| now is, because it can be wielded for the benefit of 
people of my 


liberty. But I would not see the 
State transferred to such new Union. 


Say to our slaveholding friends and their allies, we 
will maintain our present Union, but we will not be 
transferred to an unequal and dishonorable Union 
with the polygamists of Utah, nor to an equally dis- 
graceful Union with Cuban slaveholders; that the 
Federal Government shall be restored to the main- 
tenance of the objects and purposes for which it was 
framed. 

I may be permitted to say, that the Republican 


success upon the undying truths, ‘ that all men are 
endowed by their Creator with the inalienable right 
to life, liberty, and happiness; that the primal 
object and ulterior design of a federal government 
was, to secure all men under its exclusive jurisdic- 
tion in the enjoyment of these rights.’ 


the slave States. 
reach it by legislation. That must be done by their 
own people; but when the moral and religious sen- 
timent of this people shall be concentrated into one | 


disappear from the States, and our country wil 
be purified from the crimes of slavery. 


ponding with that of our Southern friends. 
swer, we have no necessity for such preparation. 


can only be maintained by violence, by arms, and by 
bloodshed, 

Nine slave States are at this time agitated by ser- 
vile insurrections. White people are murdered daily, 
and daily slaves are shot dywn by their masters, 
without trial, while others are hanged under lynch 


and slaves. 
slaves, and those masters, to remain in the Union, 
80 that~when they shall apply to our federal execu- 
tive for protection, we may give just, righteous, and 
constitutional protection to both master and slave, 
by securing each in the enjoyment of his life, his 
liberty, and the avails of his own labor, according 
to the intentions and expectations of those who 
founded the government. 

{ think we should remain in the Union, not for 
the purpose of upholding and extending slavery, but 
for the purpose of upholding and extending liberty. 
If we unite upon the doctrines put forth in our 
Republican platform, our success cannot be delayed 
nor Oy MeN For the first time since the adop- 
tion of the Constitution, the fundamental truths on 
which our government was founded, were placed in 
issue before the country in Junie last. In November 
we carried eleven sovercign States, comprising nearly 
two-thirds of the free population of the Union, and 
now, Republican Governors preside over fourteen of 

.the most important, most populous, and wealthy 
exgeaiatcte of our federal Union. Our platform 
is broad as the family of man ; it is based on prin- 
ciples which are eternal as the throne of heaven. 
Truth, like its author, is omnipotent. Our cause, 
at this moment, commands the political, the moral, 
and the religious influence of the good and worthy 
of the nation. It is the cause of freedom, of moral- 
ity, of religion, of civilization. It is stronger than 
armies, more potent than the combined influences of 
oppression and tyranny, combined with armies. 

Already the advocates of slavery falter in their 
efforts to establish that institution in Kansas, 
Should they, however, proceed in that nefarious 
work, the total overthrow of the Democratic part 
is certain. Should they fall back—should the slave 
power recedg from its infamous designs, their 
tige will be gone, their sceptre of power will ee 
departed forever. Let us but continue firm in our 

ition ; let us but hold the oppressors at bay fora 
ew years, and the rapid inerease of our free popu- 
lation will perfect our triumph. Minnesota, Ore- 
gon, and Washin , Will soon be added to our list 
of free States. The laws of nature and of God are 
co-workers with good men. Acting in harmony 
with them, no earthly power can resist our pro- 


In conclusion, you will permit me to say, that, 
while I admit and will maintain the right of every 
man fally to express his views, and compare ideas 
with those around him, I think our duty and poli 
unite in urging us to maintain the Union as it is, 
and to reject all propositions to form a new Union 
with the polygamists of Utah or the slaveholders of 
Cuba: that we should be active and i 


our efforts to restore the ment to its 
position in favor of liom ; that we in- 


crease ae of free States, until the slave 
wer sk warfed to an insignificant portion 
Hed our federal Union : that no man shall be sere} 





to any office, who hesitates to exert his political and 
moral influence to carry out the designs of those 


Under these circumstances, I think it our trne 
policy and interest to prepare for the future.— 


a 
; 


ciples and a new platform of action. 


Tuomas W. Hicarsson—Dear Sir: I regret my 
inability to attend the Disunion Convention to- 
slave- | morrow. : . 

Next to the abolition of slavery, there is no object 
which I so much desire to sce accomplished as the 
political divorce of the North from its most foul con- 


rejoice to know that the political absurdity of 
endeavoring to unite in one community, under one 
onisms as Freedom and 
Slavery, is now fast becoming apparent to the North- 
ern people ; and we may expect, ere long, a general 


but more =peney, the astounding developments of 

t four years, most 
conclusively show that a continuance in this Union 
is sure to result in the establishment of slavery, 


If any doubt this conclusion, after witnessing the 
branch of this Government—Execu- 
tive, Legislative, and Judicial—then, no evidence 
will suffice to convince them but the final completion 


At the cual part of the anti-slavery movement, 
the advocates of freedom were continually taunted 
with the question,—* Why don’t you go and preach 


England imposed heavy burdens upon our revolu- 
tionary fathers, which they feared would enslave 
them ; whereupon, they went for Disunion as a 


Coneord, Bunker Hill, and Dorchester Heights. All 


lieving most firmly that Disanion is the only 
true remedy for slavery in this country, I welcome 


Rey. T. W. Higginson, from the Committee on 
Resolutions, reported the following, which were 


Resolved, That the meeting of a State Disunion 
Convention, attended by men of various parties and 
affinities, gives occasion for a new statement of prin- 
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Caeticis astal alavery. Dr. Mann, of Sterling. View p..- 

If, formerly, a y thing was cc 5 to awaken Convention to siecy ed i — Called 
the North to a just sense of the sin folly of con- union ground reluctantly nd totem 
tinuing in union with the slave States, and, ofcourse, | 6 ay sedentary. chy 
responsible for the infamous system of slavery which | "*t Consider the reasons why a dissolution gn 
exists there ; surely, the experience of the past four} take place, and afterwards some of thy amidase 
years must suffice to conyinee the most skeptical, | dissolution should take place, yy ™ 
and the most selfish, that nothing but continual tur-| jistened to with close attention, and etm 
om pete oe ba Neg. ve as agg It fromany| ¢he approbation of the audience, “ened to 


Wm. Lloyd Garrison followed Mr. Hi 
an earnest speech, advocating 
Union, [For the speech of Mr 
page. } 

Mr. Wendell Phillips followed M 
said he was for the dissolution of 
Abolitionist. He was for it 
the slave; and second, for the Protection of 
race. He objected to the phraseology and th 
of Mr. Wilson’s letter. He says in Ange . 
the Union shall not be touched. A ie = 
say that is not a fit leader of the wtih deter 4 ” 
No man has a right to say that. We launch "an 
principle, and if we believe jn it, we are ie 
follow it wherever it leads. The Unio Sige 
value to any body, and never had }y en, if } 
humanity were objects of Bovernment, He common 
:| ed with great severity upon the outrages of ame 
Power, and pictured the assault upon oe 
the legitimate fruits of the political an 
tion which the Union furnishes, He characteriggd 9 
Union as a magnificent conspiracy against Piya: 
accursed of God. There was not a page of our hi 
ry since 1789 that was not a disgrace to sali 
His opposition to the Union was one of personal bin 
and duty, and all things with him were seeor 
+} that. 
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a EVENING SESSION, 


- The meeting was called to order by Rey. Mr, His 
: } . Hig. 
ginson. 

A letter was read from Hon. George R. Russell, of 
Roxbury. 

After the reading of this letter, Mr. Higvinson, is 
behalf of the Committee on Resolutions, offer 
following as an addition to the 
morning session ; 


the 
series offered at the 


Resolved, That a State Committee of seven be gn 
pointed, whose duty it shall be, by means of Couren. 
tions, tracts, newspapers, and political or other organ. 
izations, public and private, to secure the efficient 
propagation of the doctrine and policy which this 


party is already in the field, basing its hopes of 


Resolved, That the cardinal American principle is 
now, as always, liberty; while the prominent fact is 
now, as always, slayery. 

Resolved, That the conflict between this principle 
of liberty and this fact of slavery has been the whole 
history of the nation for fifty years; while the only 
result of this conflict has thus far been to strengthen 
both parties, and prepare the way for a yet more des- 
perate struggle. 


Resolved, That in this emergency, we can expect | 


little or nothing from the South itself, because it is 
sinking deeper into barbarism every year ; 


Convention proclaims, 

{The following gentlemen compose the State 
Committee: Rev. T. W. Higginson of Worceste, 
Hon. Francis W. Bird of Walpole, Charles K. Whip 
ple of Boston, Gen, E. M. Hosmer of West Boylston, 
Charles Brigham of Marlboro’, Rev, Samuel May, h, 
of Leicester, Dr. Daniel Mann of Sterling, Seth Hust 
of Northampton, Elbridge Sprague of Abington.) 

Resolved, That we especially recommend the cal- 
ing of a general Convention of the free States dunng 
the current year. 

Resolved, That the State Committee be instructed 


The rapid 
progress of these doctrines, since their adoption, 
leave no doubt of their success, and the day is not 
far distant, when there will be no oppression, no 
slavery, no buying and selling God’s image, outside 
Within those States we cannot 


to invent new securities for slaveholders; 
Southern voters; 


by the Slave Power; 


Nor from a Supreme Court, which is always ready 
Nor from a President, elected almost solely by 


Nor from a Senate, which is permanently controlled 





Nor from a new House of Representatives, which, | 


Many discreet and patriotie men think we should 
make military preparations, in a manner corres- 
T an- 


Ours is the cause of truth and justice, which needs 
no arms, no violence, no shedding of blood. The 
advocates of slavery are differently situated ; theirs 
is the cause of oppression, injustice, and crime. It 


in | Shall meet with the approbation of God. (Applause. ) 


politically speaking, ‘ the last hope of freedom.’ 


to that time. 


Power, and the other only its opposition. 





{the laurels of his assailant—and no government on 
earth was ever strong enough to hold together such 


| opposing forces. 
Resolved, That this movement does not seck mere- 
ly disunion, but the more perfect union of the free 





confedcratio® in which they have ever been an cle- 
ment of discord, danger and disgrace. 


severance of the Union will be an act of deliberation 
or discussion,—but that a long period of deliberation 
and discussion must precede it: and this we mcet to 


Resolved, That henceforward, instead of regarding 
it as an objection to any system of policy, that it will 
lead to the separation of the States, we will proclaim 
|that to be the highest of all recommendations, and 
| the greatest proof of statesmanship; and we will sup- 
, port, politically or otherwise, such men and measures 
as appear to tend most to this result. 
| Resolved, That by the repeated confession of North- 
‘ern and Southern statesmen, ‘the existence of the 
' Union is the chief guaranty of slavery ;’ and that the 
despots of the whole world have every thing to fear, 
and the slaves of the whole world every thing to 
hope, from its destruction, and the rise of a free 
Northern Republic. 

Resolved, That the sooner the separation takcs 
plece, the more peaceful it will be ; but that peace or 
war is a secondary consideration, in view of our present 
perils, Slavery must be conquered, ‘ peaceably if we 
can, forcibly if we must.’ 

The convention was next addressed by Rey. Samuel 
May, of Leicester, who claimed the right to unmake, 
as well as make, a Union. If they blinked this ques- 
tion, and left it to their children to decide, they were 
miserable cowards. As to the matter of drawing a 
line, let each man first draw a line about himself; let 
Massachusetts draw a line about her own borders; 
New England will follow, and she will stand alone 
but a little while. It is not a question of expediency. 
We are co-partners in a great scheme in stripping men 
and women of their God-given rights, and it is our 
duty towards high heaven to separate ourselves from 
him who deals in human flesh, and if we do it, we 





i 
} 
' 


The President then addressed the Convention in re- 
lation to the position of Gen. Wilson, taking occasion 
to vindicate his political integrity and sincerity. But 
he, Gen. Wilson, looked at things from the stand- 
point of the politician, and believed in the nonsense 


in spite of our agitation, will be more pro-slavery 
focus of burning contempt for those who scourge, | than the present one, though the present one has at | 
degrade, and brutalize their fellow-men, cana will | length granted all which slavery asked ; 
s00n Nor from political action, as now conducted ; for the 
Republican leaders and presses freely admitted, in 
public and private, that the election of Fremont was, 
And 
even could the North cast an united vote in 1860, the 
South has before it four years of annexation previous 


Resolved, That the fundamental difference between | 
mere political action and the action we propose is this : 
that the one requires the acquiescence of the Slave | 


Resolved, That the necessity of disunion is written 
in the whole existing character and condition of the 
law. Each murder, whether of blacks or whites, |*W° Sections of the country—in their social organiza- 
begets new fears and creates new alarms, which con- | tion, education, habits and laws—in the dangers of 
tinually torment the imaginations of both masters | our white citizens in Kansas and of our colored ones 
Now, I regard it our duty to those!jn Boston—in the wounds of Charles Sumner and 


States by the expulsion of the slave States from the 


Resolved, That it is not probable that the ultimate 


to prepare and issue, as scon as possible, an address 
the people in behalf of our principles. 





The Hutchinsons then sang the anti-slavery song, 
| entitled ‘ Right and Wrong, or the Good Time Com 
ing’ ; after which the Convention was addressed by 
| Stephen 8. Foster of Worcester. 

Mr. Foster argued that the mass of the people were 
ripe for revolution—they felt that this Union ought te 
be dissolved, and were ready to do their part in the 
work ;—they were not the politicians, the merchants 
and manufacturers, but they were the independent, 
hard-fisted yeomanry of the land, if they could #e 
some practical way of accomplishing it. 






Te was in favor of the organ D 
party in the State, outside of the federal Unior 
abjuring all connection with the United States Con- 
stitution. 
|  Heconcluded by offering a series of retietn 
which he said he did not expect would be passed, ut 
which he desired, nevertheless, should go into the 


ms, 


record of the proceedings :— 

1. Resolved, That as men and citizens, ee 
the right fully to discuss the character and “he at 
our political institutions, and to amend, senelations 
or abolish them, in accordance with our own me 
tions of duty ; nor shall we be deterred from te » 
ercise of this right by the denun jalions or threats @ 
time-serving politicians or a mercenary pre mn 

2. Resolved, That the ex] erience of more t “ 
ational government to 


sixty years has proved our n fs 
one Slave Power, sus®* 


a mere creature and tool of the 

vient only to the purposes of despotis 
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world. 


3. Resolved, That, in view of this long 
any hope of its res 
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+= immediate 
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organization of a natjonal government ¥" ati 
au oy «neu 
neither tolerate slavery nor any an . ries 
ratic theore™ 


which is at variance with our Democ ofl 
5. Resolved, That this Convention recone. 
the first step towards the accomplishment ; 
object, the organization in & ‘ 
political party outside of the present : ae pall 
Union—a party whose candidates sha i 
pledged, in the event of their election, av 
Federal Government, to refuse a® ge 
tution, and to make their respective States 
independent communities. aia 
Mr. Phillips then took the platfi ; on 
an address, that was even more sagen ue 
speech in the afternoon ; at the close of ¥ 7 ae 
Wilkins of Pembroke spoke to the Conventio nd 
position to the views of previous rs ON 
sidered the Constitution an anti-slavery a 
and was for adhering to the Uniow, 
a party which should take the 
stitution did not authorize, tolerate, oF 
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of ballots ‘executing a freeman's will, as lightning 
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apHic KEPORT BY MR. YAERINTOXN. 


if aie to have prepared, with some care 
+ : the views I desired to express on this 
.- but having been ill for the last two 
om been able to give a moment to the 
ech. It is true, sir, with me, 
niliar; nevertheless, this is no ordi- 
nd nothing should be hastily uttered 


T have I 


f a set #] 


«9 solemn, and so revolution- 


sarvel at the general hesitancy which 
inity to come up to the high posi- 

a dissolution of the Union. I re- 
e born, and how they are bred. 


my own case, with what tenacity 





n, inspired by the patriotic feel- | 
and never dreaming that any 





‘parate me from it, or lead me to| 
Men do not change the instita- | 

yme down to them from the past 
ynsien They must be placed 
ergency,—they must feel 


ition pressing upon them,—they must 


t reasons. 


a strong 


yme great impending evil to be 
vreat good to be gained,—before they 
revolution; whether it be a physical rev- 
led with the shedding of human biood, 
attended with the loss of 

and the sacrifice of worldly |} 
mass of the people were ready 





revolution, 
larity, 

li the great 
ce, in favor of the dissolution of the | 

re light on the subject than they 
| wive little or nothing for the re- 
[ should be certain it was but the} 


no me 


f the moment; but when they hesitate, | 

| forbear to the last, trusting that | 
come way of eseape; when they beg | 
er time to look at a question involving | 
3 equences, before openly com- | 
clves, I say, ¢ Well, that is all right and | 
When such men move, 


human nature.’ 


| 

ree of the thunder-bolt; they are as 
th» everlasting hills. If, therefore, Dis- | 
f slow crowth—as it is—I am sure} 


f 
and that every thing is gained | 
it will go on, slowly gathering to | 

ulvocates, until at last it shall eul-| 

r Northern sentiment, and | 

e cosily aecomplished. Our revolu- | 

ited long before they threw off} 

ountry. How 


many years 


the mm the r ¢ 
nd pray, and straggle, for redress of | 
rusting to the justice of England—|! 
ild give heed to their petitions— 
t be spared the necessity of raising 
endence—all the while avowing 
the British throne! Yet the hour} 
<pite of their veneration for the past, | 
feebleness in regard to numbers and | 
f the colossal power of Great | 
‘We will submit no longer! The 
for us to throw off the yoke, and de- 
ree and independent.’ 


The men who, 
ough cowardice or selfishness, sided | 

r country, were justly | randed as To- 

of ‘Tories did not die off with the 

iry struggle. In our day, we are passing 
rdeal. 

caching, more sublime, more glori- 
I know that 

est men yet struggling with conscien- | 

who sincerely ask, ‘Has the time for | 

May we not be pardoned, if we wait 

Is there not some turn of the wheel, 


We are engaged in a rev- 


the sam 


fathers ever dreamed of, 


Freedom will come uppermost, and Slavery 


are to be respected, for they 
In due time, 


Such men 


Lby a craven spirit. 
edly be with us. But there are others | 
t honest; who are actuated by the old tory 
: was so hostile to the struggle for colonial 

e: and these are to be branded as the en- 
nkind, 


who is it that will be with us in this | 


sident, 
vement for aseparation of the North from the | 
Let me first tell you who will not be with | 
I think you will agree with me, that the| 
r company is no cause of shame or regret. | 
tof us, nor with us, but against us, to a} 
ir very enmity, witnesses, before God, that | 


s one of virtue, of honor, of true hu-| 


npartial liberty. They are the pension- | 
a pro-slavery Government—puppets who | 
nd controlled by ‘the hand that feeds | 
Northern hunkers and demagogues, who are | 


nfluence to suppress all anti-slavery agita- 
nary traders, whose god is the ‘almighty 
wily politicians, who will sacrifice every thing | 
lowed lust of office—clerical time-ser- | 
These 
n the ery of ‘treason,’ ‘fanaticism,’ and 


y gospel is public sentiment. 


sombine their forces to put down a} 
my 


ever can be put down—never! 





ise it is impossible to put down God, 
vement He is the life. (Applause.) | 
hall not have the rabble with us! | 


, the profane, the mobocratic, in- | 


rom us, and array themselves on } 


ion-savers. They do not rally un- 


for a dissolution of this blood-stained | 
ose reverence for God is greater | 
ian institutions; who only ask what | 
s Ifis lav 


that such must 


vy, and never ask anything 
and will be 
that ‘covenant with death and agree- 
mstitution of the United States. 
to the cause of liberty will 


eley 





, the ( 


do not yet understand this ques- 


be true 

If they 
on see that there is no other way of} 
What if we are now | 
The soul, faithful to 
took counsel of numbers. He is 
utemptuously points his finger at 
for the right, and ex- 
oly with you!’ Sir, I desire 
; but I know that the wrong 
I know that strength 
The triumph of a righteous 
That cause is ours, 


r ranks, 

‘ because we are so few? 
wl ( 
ruggling 


ive no 
r the strong side, 


n of time. 
40d it shall one day be gloriously victorious. 
Those who ‘re- 
Ser them that are in bonds as bound with them’; 
k at the issue » hot by their pleasant tiresides, 
Stract pre 
x and plantation, from the stand-point of 
Pretched slave,for whose protection there is neither 
rg nment in any part of our country. 
say a word respecting the letter which has 
1 to this convention from Henry Wilson. I 
he desires to aid the anti-slavery movement as 
» and at the same time advance his own 
is. The course he is pursuing at Washing- 
pon me the conviction, that he is on the 
His letter is derogatory to himself, as a pro- 
“ed trend of freedom, to the spirit of the old Puri- 
‘ our revolutionary sires—(applause)—not 
it does not endorse the Disunion movement, 
“ccount of its pervading tone and spirit—its af- 
‘of superior patriotism—its ridiculous glorifi- 
ae a Union which has only served to extend 
“Snathea slavery, and to weaken and degrade 
~“s insulting advice @@hose who are here as- 
‘~and its empty flourish about ‘ Liberty and 
hough these can exist in a government 
It is a letter which the people 


uly for Disunion ? 


»position, but on the Southern 








tuted | 
mec Like ours | 


€ Massa} ; om ; 
~“<Susetts should tie like a millstone around 





| pathy for the suffering slave! 


| should have the imputation cast upon them of intend- | 





“THE LIBERATOR. 











his neck, to sink him in the sea of political oblivion, 
until he shall have recovered his manhood. 

Mr. President, after that tragedy took place in the 
Senate of the United States, when Charles Sumner 
was struck down by the ruffian hands of Preston 8S. 
Brocks, one of the Richmond journals made the fol- 
lowing comments :— 


* These vulgar abolitionists in the Senate are getting 
above themselves. They have been humored until 
they forget their position. They have grown saucy, 
and dare to be impudent to gentlemen. Now the 
are a low, mean, scurvy set, with some little boo 
learning, dut as utterly devoid of spirit and honor as 
A PACK OF CURS. “4 

The truth is, that they have been suffered to run 
too long without collars. THEY MUST BE LASHED 
INTO SUBMISSION. Sumner, in particular, ought 
to have nine-and-thirty early every morning. He is 
a great strapping fellow, and could stand the cowhide 
beautifully. Brooks frightened him, and at the first 
blow of the cane, he bellowed like a bull-calf. 

There is the blackguard Wiison, an ignorant Natick 
cobbler, swaggering in excess of muscle, and absolutely 


and every fugitive who comes to Boston is counselled 
to make his way to Canada. 3 

Mn. Hrecrvson—When a fugitive comes to Wor 
cester, we always advise him to stay. (Applause-) 

Mr. Ganrisox—It remains to be seen whether 
Worcester will be able to protect the slave, when 
seized by the United States Government ; and when 
that time shall come, it will be Worcester out of the 
Union, not Worcester in the Union, that will break 
his fetters. 

But the Spy says, we have power to relieve both 
ourselves and the slaye, under the Constitution. I 
will thank any man to show me how and when this 
can be done. I believe the reverse of this to be the 
exact truth. 4 

For one, I am here to say, that I am for no union 
with slaveholders. No union with them in the 
Church, none in the State, but an eternal divorce from 
them, while they remain slaveholders. 

What is the American Union? Has it form and 





dying for a beating. Will not somebody take him in 
hand? Hale is another huce, red-faced, eweating’ 
scoundrel, whom some gentleman should kick and | 
cuff until he abates something of his impudent talk. | 
Southern gentlemen must proteet their own honor | 
and feelings. It is eu idle mockery to challenge one 
of these scullions. It is equally useless to attempt to 
disgrace them. They are insensible to shame, and 
ean be brought to reason only by an application of} 
cowhide or gutta percha. Let them once understand | 
that for every vile word spoken against the South, | 
THEY WILL SUFFER SO MANY STRIPES, and 
they will soon learn to behave themselves, like DE- 
CENT DOGS—they can never be gentlemen.’ 
Judging from his disclaimers and protests in the 
Senate, and the tone of his letter before us, it would 
almost seem as if Heury Wilson were learning to be- 
have—I will not say like ‘a decent dog’—but very 
submissively in the presence of his Southern overseers. 
Sir, there are those who affect to regard this as a very 
contemptible movement. It is so according to ‘the | 
wisdom of this world’; but it is not contemptible as | 


| 





| to its object, or the spirit which animates it, or the | 


principle by which it is guided. It is no more con-| 
temptible than was the advent of Jesus, or the conflict 
of Luther with the Romish Church, or the struggle of | 
our fathers to throw off the British yoke. How, in all ; 
ages, have mankind been quickened, and aided onward 
in the right? Not by numbers, but by the simple | 
truth—espoused not by the rich and powerful, but | 
enunciated and enforced by a solitary witness here and | 
there, and gradually obtaining mastery over all opposi- | 
tion. I am sure that we have the truth with us, and, 
therefore, that power which moves the world is com- 
mitted to our trust—let those scoff who will. } 
Reference has been made to a petition which was | 
sent to Congress, a few years since, from the tewn of | 
Haverhill, in this State, and presented by Joun 
Quincy Apams, asking that body to take measures 
How many 


for a peaceful dissolution of the Union. 


names were appended to it? Thirty! Yet, though) 


it was a solitary petition, signed by only thir-| 
ty obscure individuals, into what convulsions were 
both houses of Congress thrown, and what terror and 
rage pervaded the whole Southern portion of the 
Confederacy, in consequence of its presentation! 
like the} 


And why was this? Simply because it was 
hand-writing which Belshazzar saw upon the wall of 
his palace— WrIGuED IN THE BALANCE, AND FOUND 
wantina.” ‘To the slaveholders, it was as the voice of 
God, saying, ‘ Your covenant with death shall be an- 
nulled ’—and well might they tremble ! 

The air is filled with objections to a movement of 
this kind. 
this. One of these is of a very singular nature, and 
it is gravely urged as conclu@ve against Disunion. 


| 


Iam neither surprised nor disquieted at 


It is to this effect : we must remain in the Union, be- | 
cause it would be inhuman in us to turn our backs 
upon the millions of slaves in the Southern States, 
Men who have never 


and leave them to their fate ! 
been heard of in the Anti-Slavery ranks, or who are 
ever submitting tv a compromise of principle, have} 
their bowels wonderfully moved all at once with sym- 
Even our esteemed 


friend Tnropore Parker, (who deals in no cant,) | 
says in his letter, that he cannot consent to cut him- 
self off from the slave population. Now, we who are} 
engaged in this movement claim to be equally con- | 
cerned for the liberation of the slave. If we have not | 
yet proved our willingness to suffer the loss of all) 
things, rather than to turn and flee, God knows that 
we are prepared to bear any new cross that He, in | 
For | 


} 
| 


one, I make no parade of my anxiety for the deliver- | 
| 


ance of those in bondage; but I do say that it strikes | 


his providence, may be disposed to lay upon us. 


| me as remarkable that those who, for a quarter of a} 


century, have borne the heat and burden of the day, | 
| 
. = . . 7 . . . | 
ing to leaye four millions of slaves in their chains, by | 

» | 
I find, even | 
: age i ‘ 
in the Spy of this city, the same absurdity reiterated. | 


After referring to this Convention in very respectful | 


seeking the overthrow of this Union! 


terms, it says :— | 

‘ We are as sensible, we believe, as they are, of the| 
wrongs inflicted upon the North by the Slave Power. 
We believe that they are such as would afford a full | 
justification to us to cut asunder from them, if we could | 
do it, consistently with our duties and obligations to} 
others. But there is a large slave population in the 
South, and a still larger, nominally free, non-slave- 
holding poptlation, whose wrongs are as mountains to | 
mole hills, compared with ours. They have become | 
politically connected with us, and on the continuance | 
of that connection rests the only hope of their deliver- 
ance, for a long period to come. It would, in our es- | 
timation, be unchristian and unmanly—it would be 
selfish and cowardly, in us, to forsake them in the time 
of their great need, and leave them to their cruel fate, 
for the sake of relieving ourselves from the compara- 
tively small evils which we suffer in consequence of 
the connection. We have the power to relieve both 
ourselves and them, under the Constit@tion, and it is 
well, that, by wise and inscrutable laws, the wrongs 
which they suffer must, necessarily and inevitably, 
draw with them wrongs against us—we say it is well 
that it is so, because that gives us a fellow feeling with 
them, and should spur us up to seek their deliverance 
in common with our own.’ 

Now, all I have to say is, that this is a man of 
straw! I have no idea of forsaking the slave, under 
any circumstances. The slaveholder knows it, and 
the country knows it; and I am sure that those who 
are associated in this movement intend to continue 
the conflict till every yoke is broken. I declare that 
this talk of leaving the slave to his fate is not a true 
representation of the case; and it indicates a strange 
dullness of comprehension with regard to our position 
and purpose. What! is it to forsake the slave when 
I cease to be the aider and abettor of his master? 
(Cheers.) What! when the North is pressing down | 
upon four millions of slaves, like an avalanche, and 
we say to her, ‘ Take. off that pressure—stand aside— 
give the slave a chance to regain his feet, and assert 
his freedom!’ is that turning our backs upon him?! 
(Applause.) Here, for example, is a man engaged in | 
highway robbery, and another man is acting as an 
accessory, without whose aid the robber cannot suc- 
ceed. In saying to the accomplice, ‘Hands off! 
Don't aid the villain!’ shall I be told that this is 
enabling the highwayman to rob with impunity? 
What an absurdity! Are we not trying to save the 
pockets of all travellers from being picked, in seeking 
to break up all connection with highway robbery? 
(Applause.) _“ 

Now, sir, we go for Disunion, because, while the 
Tnion continues, there is no hope for the slave; be- 
cause, with this Union, it is possible to hold four mil- 
lions of bondmen in chains, and impossible without 
it; because the whole country is pledged to guard 
and defend slavery where it now exists. Massachu- 
setts is virtually a slave State to-day, by the compro- 
mises of the Constitution ; therefore it is that every 
fugitive slave, touching her soil, must be secreted or 
flee. Plymouth Rock has crumbled into dust; it can 
afford him no protection. Bunker Thll and Faneuil 
Hall are equally impotent. We have been told, to- 
day, that no fugitive has been arrested in Boston since 
the seizure of Anthony Burns. Why not? Because 





| higher than that. 


i nation to the side of the dealer in human flesh ? 


| thieves, and consent with adulterers.’ 


.stern rebukes. 


substance, or is it something which belongs to the 
imaginaiion—a mere piece of dough, which every 
man may mould and fashion as he thinks proper, with- 
out regard to its original design or positive provi- 
sions? Men talk of interpreting the Constitution as 
they understand it. Does it never occur to them that 
this is a game at which two can play? If they may 
interpret it ad libitum, so may tfe slaveholders. Now, 
sir, I assume that we have such a thing as the Amer- 
ican Union; that it has height and breadth and exact 
dimensions; that the nation understands what it is, 
and has been from its origin, in regard to its slave- 
holding conditions. Now let us see who are for its 
perpetuity. I turn to the Southern slaveholders, and 
ask, ‘ Are you for a dissolution of the Union?’ and 
they are for hanging me up by the neck for raising 
the question! (Laughter.) True, they threaten, in 
case certain things shall be done, that they will separate 
from us; but, mark you! they are in favor of perpet- 
uating ‘the Union as it is,’ and as our fathers made 
it. I turn to all that remains of the Whig party, and 
ask, ‘Are you in fayor of preserving the Union?’ 
and they exclaim, ‘ Yes, to the end of time!’ I turn 
to the Democratic party, and ask, ‘Are you in favor 
of preserving the Union ?’ and they reply, * Accursed 
be he whois not!’ I turn to the American party, 
and ask—‘Are you for this “glorious” Union?’ 
‘Yes, until the crack of doom.’ Finally, I turn to 
the Republican party, and say—‘ And you, also, go 
for the Union?’ And they make the loudest noise, 
and throw up their caps the highest, in its behalf. 
Now, either these parties mean by ‘ Union ’ the same 
thing, or they do not. Hrnry Wrisox, when he 


says, ‘I am for perpetuating the Union,’ means by it |, 
| what the South means, or he does not. All these 
| parties mean the same thing, or they donot. If they 


do, then I stain them all with the blood of four mil- 
lions of slaves, who lie crushed and bleeding beneath 
the Union. If they do not, then I say, there is treach- 


'ery somewhere; because they are using the same 
' word, representing the old idea of the Union, as un- 


derstood and carried out by our fathers. Who is it 
that is playing falsely? 

My reasons for leaving the Union are, first, because 
of the nature of the bond. I would not stand here a 
moment, were it not that this is with me a question 
of absolute morality—of obedience to the ‘higher 
law.’ By all that is just and holy, it is not optional 
whether you or I shall occupy the ground of Disu- 


nion. It is not a matter of political expediency or 


| policy, or even of incongruity of interests between 


the North and the South. It strikes deeper, it rises 
This is the question: Are we of 
the North not bound in a Union with slaveholders, 


| whereby they are enabled to hold four millions of our 


countrymen in bondage, with all safety and impunity ? 
Is not Massachusetts in alliance with South Carolina, 
Rhode Island with Georgia, Maine with Alabama, 
Vermont with Mississippi, giving the strength of this 
My 
difficulty, therefore, is a moral one. The Union was 
formed at the expense of the slave population of the 
land. I cannot swear to uphold it. AsI understand 
it, they who ask me to do so, ask me to do an immor- 
al act—to stain my conscience—to sin against God. 
How can I do this? I care not what consequences 
may be predicted. It is a sin to ‘strike hands with 
I aver that the 
compact made by our fathers, in relation to its slave- 
holding guarantees, is a compact more wicked than 
was ever made since the world began. 


I press it upon the consciences of all who hear me— 

‘You claim to be moral, humane, Christian men. 
Tell me, what is the Constitution of the United States, 
which you swear to uphold? What is this boasted 
Union, which you are determined to perpetuate ? 
Does it not provide that there shall be a Slave Oligar- 
chy in Congress, representing three-fifths of the slave 
population? Is there not a provision for hunting 
fugitive slaves every where through the land? Is not 
the entire power of the nation pledged to keep the 
slaves in their chains, by suppressing all insurrec- 
tions? If these things be so, I ask you, as humane 
men, as Christian men, as anti-slavery men, how, in 
the name of God, it is possible for you to support such 
‘an agreement with hell,’ for one hour, and then wipe 
your lips andsay, + We are guilty of no sin’? It may 
be that you feed and clothe the fugitive, and help 
him on his way; you generously contribute to the 
anti-slavery cause, and actively resist the extension of 
slavery. All this shall be put down to your credit. 
But do you not recollect the case of the young man 
who came to Jesus, and asked what good thing he 
might do that he might have eternal life? Jesus said, 
* Thou knowest the commandments, Do not kill, Do 
not steal, Do not bear false witness.’ ‘ All these have 
I kept from my youth up,’ was the exulting reply. But 
Jesus said— If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that 
thou hast, and give to the poor, and then shalt thou 
have treasure in heaven, and come and follow me.’ 
And he went away sorrowful, for he had great pos- 
sessions. It is precisely so here. You have perform- 
ea many commendable deeds; still, one thing is lack- 
ing :—you have not ceased to strike hands with the 
enslavers of your fellow-men, under the Constitution 
of the United States. 
Sir, this is a wonderful book that I hold in my 
hand—{referring to the Bible.] While I reject the 
absurd idea of its plenary inspiration, I find so much 
truth in it, so*much of the prophetic spirit in it, such 
burning denunciations of oppression in it, that my 
pulses thrill when I read its solemn warnings and 
It seems as if the prophet Isaiah 
must have foreseen the time when the framers of the 
American Constitution came together to form this 
government; for how truly has he described the 
spirit of the American people, and the horrible com- 
pact into which they entered at that time? How ap- 
plicable are both his description and reproof to us as 
a nation !— 

‘Wherefore hear the word of the Lord, ye scorn- 
ful men, that rule this people. Because ye have said, 
we have made a covenant with death, and with hell 
are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge 
shall pass through, it shall not come unto is; for 
we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood 
have we hid ourselves. Therefore thus saith the Lord 
God : Judgment also will I lay to the line, and right- 
eousness to the plummet; and the hail shall sweep 
away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow 
the hiding-place. And your covenant with death 
shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hel] 
shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall 
pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it. 
From the time that it goeth forth, it shall take you; 
for morning by morning shall it pass over, by day and 
by night; and it shall be a vexation only to under- 
stand the report. For the bed is shorter than that a 
man can stretch himself on it; and the covering nar- 
rower than that he can wrap himself in it.’ 

This describes, in the most graphic manner, the 
character of the American Union, and the language 
of the people concerning it. They make lies their 
refuge, and imagine themselves safe. But judgment 





we have been afraid to have another case come up, 


shall yet be execute; and He who sits in the heav- 











ens will rend asunder the fabric so proudly reared by 
our fathers, leaving not one stone upon another. 

I am opposed to this Union, because it is an insang 
"experiment to reconcile those elements which are eter- 
nally hostile. God has never made it possible for 
Liberty and Slavery to live together in partnership. 
Between the North, with her free labor, free press, 
free schools, free institutions—and the South, with her 
slave labor, and mental darkness, and bloody despo- 
tism.—there can be no union, and there never has been 
one, except in name. We are only palming off a 
sham before the world, when we affect to regard it as 
something worthy ef veneration and perpetuity. 

Of what value is it to us, as freemen, in the slave 
States? What protection does-it give? None what- 
ever. Henry Witson is not for sundering the Union ; 
yet Henry Wuitson has a rope round his neck in one 
half of the Union, as the outspoken advocate of the 
slave. He dare not go South, even to promulgate his 
Republican doctrines ; for it would be at the peril of 
his life. There is not a man at the South who enjoys 
liberty of conscience, of speech, or of the press, as 
against slavery. Now tell me why, knowing all this, 
you still cry out in favor of the Union? Does not 
the South lay her tyrannous hands upon all the col- 
ored citizens of Massachusetts who are found upon 
her soil, thrust them into her dungeons, and sell them 
into eternal slavery if they are not ransomed? As a 
Massachusetts man, I am for no such Union as that— 
God forbid ! P 

Again, I am for the overthrow of the Union, be- 
cause of the avowed determination of the South to 
extend and perpetuate her accursed slave system, ad 
infinitum. With one voice, she declares that she will 
never yield one jot or tittle in this struggle for eman- 
cipation ; that she means to go forward, and overthrow 
every barrier to the diffusion of chattel slavery 
throughout this continent ; that she hates all our free 
institutions, and hopes to subvert them. I know 
what is the spirit of the South, and I take her at her 
word, and say, ‘You have shown that the time has 
come for us to separate. Be it so!’ 

Sir, there is no power in the United States govern- 

ment, or in any State government, to give us any pro- 
tection in the slave States. We have aright to go 
there, and denounce slavery as a curse and a crime ;— 
a natural right, which is God-given; a constitutional 
right, by the original compact. But if we go there, 
and attempt to exercise this right, we are subjected to 
every description of personal insult and outrage. We 
may make our appeal for redress to the United States 
government, or to the State government, but we shall 
plead in vain. 
/ Again, I am for the speedy overthrow of the Union, 
because, while it exists, I see no end to the extension 
of slavery. I see every thing in the hands of the 
Slave Power now. I see the national government for 
four years to come—all the resources of the country— 
every dollar in the treasury—the army, the navy, the 
judiciary, every thing in its grasp; and I know that, 
with all these means and facilities, and the disposition 
to use them, nothing can successfully contend against 
it. 

I am sure of another thing—that when the North 
shall withdraw from the Union, there will be an end 
to Southern fillibustering, and schemes of annexation. 
Then the tables will be turned, and we shall have the 
slaveholders at our doors, crying for mercy. Rely 
upon it, there is not an intelligent slaveholder at the 
South, who is for a dissolution of the Union. I do 
not care what the folly or insanity of the Southern 
nullifiers may be; I do not care hew much they hate 
the North, and threaten to separate from us; they 
are contemptible numerically, and only make use of 
these threats to bring the North down on her knees, 
to do their bidding, in order to save the Union. Not 
one of them is willing to have the cord cut, and the 
South permitted to try the experiment. If it be oth- 
erwise, God grant that she may soon take this step, 
and see whether she will be able to holda single slave 
one hour after the deed is done!” 

The dissolution of the Union will paralyze the pow- 
er of the master, and therefore render emancipation 
eertain, by a geographical necessity. The line,—where 
will it run? It will run between freedom and slavery, 
wherever that is; between free labor and slave labor; 
between where man is owned as a slave, and where 
men own themselves, and have power to take care of 
themselves, as free laborers. That is where the line 
will run. There will be no Atlantic ocean rolling be- 
tween; but the slave will be able, at a single stride, 
to step over the line into a free and independent re- 
public, where he will be protected against all pursuit. 
Under such circumstances, no border State can long 
remain a slave State, in the nature of things. 

Yes, the dissolution of the Union will smite slavery 
tothe dust. What next will follow? The jubilee 
having come, we shall be free every where; free at 
the South, free at the North: with free labor, free 
schools, a free press in common. With universal free- 
dom, we shall then organize a magnificent Union from 
the Atlantic to the Pacitic, in which there shall be 
neither tyrant nor slave, and it shall go well with us 
as a people. (Applause. ) 

Dr. Wayland, of Providence, has expressed my 
views and feelings entirely, in a speech which he de- 
livered on the Kansas-Nebraska bili. I beg leave to 
read a single extract: 

«I value the Union as much as any man. I would 
cheerfully sacrifice to it everything but truth, jus- 
tice and liberty. When I must surrender these, as 
the price of the Union, the Union becomes at once a 
thing which I abhor. To form a union for the sake 
of eh oppression, is to make myself an op- 
pressor. This I cannot be, for I love liberty as much 
for my neighbor as for myself. To sacrifice my liber- 
ty for the sake of the Union, is impossible. God made 
me free, and I cannot be in bondage to any man,’ * * 
* * «Taking Christ, then, for my example, and striv- 
ing to imbibe his spirit, can I do otherwise than take 
to my bosom every oppressed and down-trodden child 
of humanity? Jesus Christ, my master, is not 
ashamed to call them brethren, and can I have any 
partnership in an attempt to trample them under foot ? 
The Union, itself, becomes to me an accursed thing, if I 
must first steep it in the tears and blood of those for 
whom Christ died.’ 

The Union is steeped ‘in the tears and blood of 
those for whom Christ died,’ and it is maintained only 
at the sacrifice of truth, justice and liberty ’—there- 
force I pronounce it ‘an accursed thing,’ and treat it 
accordingly. 

Mr. President, this theme is exhaustless. I cannot 
enter even upon the threshold of the argument on this 
occasion. But I will thank any man who will show 
me how we can rationally hope to restrain the Slave 
Power in any direction, whilst the Union exists, and 
the present determination of the South remains to per- 
petuate slavery at all hazards. Until that be done, 
I shall be an incorrigible Disunionist. I tell you, men 
of the North, as long as you proclaim in the ear of the 
Slave Power that you never mean to yield up this 
Union, come what may of outrage and villany in its 
train, you thereby surrender everything,—manhood, 
justice, liberty, reverence for God,—and grant an 
unlimited license for the extension of slavery over 
this continent. For remember this: the Slave Power 


conquers by intimidation. We of the North are 
without courage—without backbone—and the Slave 


Power has long since found it out. We believe in 
preserving the Union, not in the living God; and 
this is damnable idolatry ;—therefore it is that we are 
ever driven to the wall by our Southern masters, 
Men of the North! you are constantly assuring the 
Slave Power that you will yield up every thing to 
save the Union. You are infatuated! Say to the 
South that there is a point beyond which she cannot 
pass, except at the cost of the Union; that there is 
something dearer to you than the Union—namely, 
the preservation of liberty for yourselves and your 
children, and reverence for the eternal law of God. 
Tell her that if she passes beyond that peint, she will 
find no Union existing. Nay, wait for no fresh out- 
rage, but declare the Union to be now at anend! If 
our fathers made it, for the sake of self-protection 


and self-interest, may we not unmake it, for the sake 
of true religion, humanity and freedom? We have 
tried the experiment for almost three score years, and 
it has proved a failure. Like causes must produce 
like effects. The living and the dead must not be 
bound together. If we do not separate, the liberties 
of us all will be buried in a common grave, and not 
even a remnant shall be saved. ‘ What concord hath 
Christ with Belial? or what fellowship hath light 
with darkness? or how can two walk together, except 
they be agreed?’ Whoever else may falter, or coun- 


sel delay, or take refuge in hypocrisy, I go fur uncom- |. 


promising hostility to slavery every where, and there- 
fore for NO UNION WITH SLAVEHOLDERS. 


(Applause. ) 


C= Tue Srate Disunion Convention, which was 
held in Worcester on Thursday of last week, 15th 
inst., was well attended by a highly respectable and 
most reliable body of earnest men and women, drawn 
together from various parts of the Commonwealth, 
and all its proceedings were such as became the grav- 
ity of the occasion. To a sketch of these, with some 
letters which were read to the Convention from dis- 
tinguished men, we have devoted the whole of our 
second page. They will be read with deep interest. 
The letter of Henry Wiutson excited general surprise, 
disgust and indignation, and presented a striking con- 
trast in its tone and spirit to those received from J. R. 
Grpprxes, Amasa Wager, Tuzopore Parker, and 
others. It is precisely such a letter as Daniel Web- 
ster might have written, after the delivery of his 7th 
of March speech. Massachusetts requires a different 
Senator: she has now two vacant seats in the U. 8S. 
Senate. The utmost unity of feeling and sentiment 
characterised the Convention throughout. As for the 
Union, there was ‘ none so poor as to do it reverence.’ 
Further particulars hereafter. 








_ —_— 

(# Friends of the Anti-Slavery cause throughout 
the Commonwealth ! remember that the annual meet- 
ing of the Massechusetts A. 8. Society will be held in 
this city on Thursday and Friday of next week, and 
let there be a most encouraging attendance. [See of- 
ficial notice in another column. } 





GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 








Washington, Jan. 17. Serious Illness of Mr. Gid- 
dings.—Hon. Joshua R. Giddings, of Ohio, while 
earnestly engaged in discussing a private bill in the 
House, this afternoon, was seen to put his hand-to his 
head and fall into his seat, being scized with atrophy 
of the heart. The members and spectators at once were 
thrown into the highest state of alarm. ‘The Speaker 
and numerous representatives crying out to those who 
pressed around him to stand back and give him air. 
Amid the excitement, an adjournment ensued. 

Mr. Giddings was removed to the lobby, where he 
was attended by several members, who are physicians. 
It was some minutes before he could be restored to 
consciousness, and he evidently suffered intensely. He 
was carried to a sofa in the Speaker’s room, and sev- 
eral physicians summoned to attend him, and every 
attention bestowed upon him. His condition is con- 
sidered extremely critical. 


t= The gratifying intelligence has since been re- 
ceived that Mr. Giddings has recovered from this a- 
larming attack, and is again at his post. 


A Cane for Senator Sumner.—Gov. Robinson of 
Kansas, who passed through this city for the east on 
Friday night, bore with him a beautiful cane from 
Major Bickerton, one of the free state prisoners, for 
Senator Sumner. The cane was wrought by the 
Major’s own hands, during his imprisonment at Le- 
compton, and the device is peculiarly appropriate and 
significant, the whole being carved from a solid piece 
of wood and highly polished; upon it are 31 artificial 
knots, 15 of which are within the coils of a serpent, 
representing the fifteen states enslaved ; and 16 with- 
out its coils, representing the 16 free states; and as 
the serpent (slaver) is still reaching after more states 
around which to coil itself, the Genius of Liberty 
grasps him around the neck and says, ‘ Thus far thou 
hast gone, but no farther canst thou go!’ thus form- 
ing the head of the cane. It is a beautiful device, 
and just such a one as we might suppose would be 
conceived by one who has been incarcerated for the 
grievous offence of loving liberty.—Chicago Journal, 
Jan. 5th. 


te When Senator Sumner visited the Alleghany 
mountains during the last summer for his health, he 
was the guest of R. M. 8S. Jackson, a physician, and 
the postmaster of Cresson, Pa. The Doctor treated 
Mr. Sumner well, and subsequently publicly certified 
that he considered his injuries as serious. For this 
offence against the ruffianism of Brooks and his apol- 
ogists, the Administration has removed Dr. Jackson 
from the office of postmaster. When will there be an 
end of this abject flunkeyism in the high places of 
our government ?—Ind. Dem. 


New Orleans, Jan. 15.—Gen. Henningsen received 
reinforcements at Granada Dec. 8th ; and on the 19th, 
after a siege of 19 days, he succeeded in driving the 
enemy before him, killing 1400 of the enemy, with 
the loss of only 200 of his own troops. 

The odds against him was ten to one. All the mili- 
tary stores, artillery, and the public documents at 
Granada, were removed to Rivas uninjured, Walker 
having previously taken possession of the latter city 
without opposition, the enemy retiring on learning of 
his approach. 

The Costa Ricans, however, had taken possession of 
all the boats on the San Juan River, thus cutting off 
all of Walker’s communications. 


New York, Jan, 18.—The East River was frozen over 
yesterday, so that thousands passed between this city 
and Brooklyn. At 4 P.M., when the tide began to 
ebb, the ice broke away at both sides, leaving over 
500 persons on the ice, and cut off from the shore at 
either side. The excitemont was intense, the piers of 
both cities being crowded with spectators. Several 
steamtugs went to the assistance of the sufferers, and 
after much delay, succeeded, it is believed, in saving 
ave a it was reported that several persons were 

wned. 


¥ pritadelphia, Jan. 18.—Michel Brown, colored, and 
claimed by Getchell of Baltimore as his slave, was 
given up to his owner by Commissioner Brown, and 
taken to Baltimore. There is much excitement among 
the colored population, but no disturbance. 


te A duel was fought near Napoleon, Arkansas, 
between Dr. McCullough and a Mr. Mason, a merchant 
of Napoleon. The former was wounded slightly, and 
the latter, it is supposed, fatally. 


t#" The County Court of New Kent Co., Vaz, is 
engaged trying several negroes charged with inciting 
insurrections. One negro has been condemned, and 
sentenced to be hung, and it was supposed that 
another would meet the same fate. 


New Senotors.—James F. Simmons, Republican, has 
been elected for Rhode Island; Simon Cameron, Re- 
publican, for Pennsylvania; Zachariah Chandler, Re- 
publican, for Michigan, to succeed Cass; James S. 
Green, Democrat, for Missouri, to succeed Benton. 


t# The Cincinnati Enquirer states that some of 
the slaves are taking advantage of the present condi- 
tion of the River, which is now thoroughly frozen 
over, to make their escape into free territory. Three 
men and one woman d last Thursday night. 


The free negro bill, which has been pending before 
the Legislature of Arkansas for several weeks, and 
which had for its object the removal of all free ne- 
groes from the State, been defeated. 


[= A Convention of colored has been held 
in Sacramento, for the purpose ing measures to 
endeavor to obtain a release from their disability to 
give evidence in the courts of justice against white 
men. 

Large Fire at Milford, Mass.—Union block, in 
Milford, was des by fire on Friday. Loss about 
$50,000. The buil included the Post-Office, and 
was otherwise for stores, offices, &c., and was 
owned by Z. Gleason, Ethan Claflin, and A. W. Webb. 
Two dwelling houses adjoining were also destroyed. 


t= The five grandmother, mother, and 
three sons, (the eldest 19, and the youngest 12)—who 
killed their master, the late George Green, in Prince 
William county, Va., on Christmas eve, were duly 
convicted, after a trial lasting two days. They are 
sentenced to be hung in thirty days. 

t=" A wretched negro was arrested last Sunday, in 
Carroll county, Md., as a runaway from Howard 
county. He had eaten nothing for three days, and 
his boots were frozen to his feet, from which they had 
to be cut with a knife. 


? A bill has been introduced into the 





of North Carolina, to admit negro testimon those 
eascs where white persons are tried for exciting insur. 
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associations of the church. Tuft’s College and many 
other public societies were ts of his favor. 
He was an uncom i opponent of slavery, and 
held in disesteem all the means employed for its exten- 


sion. At the time of the attack on the printi 
of Mr. Garrison, Mr. Mussey threw bimself 
ee Ng gd 3 orth Deora mad ged oc 
, to recount the 
q example and 
may stamp themselves upon those with whom he 
been associated, and that whatever our hands found 
do, we should do it with all our might, and whatever 
we would accomplish, we should do it in this life.— 
Boston Telegraph. 


The Death of Hugh Mitler.—The facts connected 
with the death of Hugh Miller, the eminent geologist, 
are peculiarly ne gg He died by his own hands 
there seems to be no bt, but the circumstances 
under which the melancholy event happened do not 
lead to the supposition that his death was an act of 
intentional suicide. His death occurred on the night 
of the 23d ult. 


Death of Rev. Dr. Harris. —We are 


Be 
ae 


ined to record 
ey an eminent 


For hilf a century a ly, Dr: Paris has practised 
as physician, and had risén 
which it was in the power of his professional 
to bestow. 

t@” The Free State Legislature of Kansas has ad- 
journed to the second Tuesday of June. 
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«SPECIAL NOTICES. 





tP’ PARKER PILLSBURY, An Agent of the 
American Anti-Slavery Society, will lecture as fol- 
lows :— 


Portsmouth, N. H., Friday, Jan. 23. 
Portland, Me., Sunday, “ 625. 
Lowell, Sunday, Feb. 1. 





te NEW YORK CAMPAIGN.—Anti-Slavery 
Conventions, under the auspices of the American Anti- 
Slavery Society, will be held in the State of New York 
as follows :— 
Elmira, Chemung Co., Tuesday and Wednesday, Feb. 
3 and 4. 
Bath, Steuben Co., Tuesday and Wednesday, Feb. 
10 and 11. 
Belfast, Alleghany Co., Tuesday and Wednesday, 
Feb. 17 and 18. “ 
Elliottville, Catt. Co., Tuesday and Wednesday, Feb. 
24 and 26. 
To ke attended by Stephen 8. Foster, Benjamin 8S. 
and J. Elizabeth Jones. 





Rochester, Tuesday and Wednesday, Feb. 10 and 11. 
Syracuse, Friday and Saturday, Feb. 13 and 14, 
Utica, Menday and Tuesday, Feb. 16 and 17. 

Wm. Lloyd Garrison, C. L. and Sarah P. Re- 
mond, Parker Piilsbury, Aaron M. Powell, and 
Susan B. Anthony, to be in attendance. 

Sessions to commence at 2 o'clock, P. M., of first 
day, and continue by adjournment. Admission to eve- 
ning session 124 cents, to defray expenses. Day ses- 
sion free. 

Hvepson Convention, at the New City Hall, 
Wednesday, Feb. 18. Sessions at 10 1-2, A. M., 2, 
P. M., and 7 1-2, evening. Day sessions free. Ad- 
mission to the evening session 25 cents. Wendell 
Phillips, Parker Pillsbury, and Aaron M. Powell, to 
be in attendance. 


NEW YORK STATE ANTI-SLAVERY CON- 
VENTION will be held at ALBANY, on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 20, 21, 22d, at Assoct- 
ation Hart—commencing at 2 o'clock, Friday, P. M. 

Admission to evening sessions 25 cents. Day ses- 
sions free. 

Wm. Lloyd Garrison, Wendell Phillips, Parker 
Pillsbury, Charles Lenox Remond, Sarah P. Remond, 
Aaron M. Powell and Susan B. Anthony will attend, 

[ Friends of Freedom, let there be a full attend- 
ance ! 





te SITUATIONS WANTED BY COLORED 
MEN AND WOMEN.—A young mau of proper ac- 
quirements, and furnished with good_ recommiend- 
ations, desires a situation as clerk. 

Another as porter or blacksmith. 

A young woman is anxious for a teacher's occupa- 
tion. 

Another to learn the art of printing. 

Apply to WM. C. NELL, 21 Cornhill. 
January 9. 





Tue Baim or Trovsanp Frowrrs. For beauti- 
fying the complexion, cleansing the teeth, bathing, 
shaving, and all toilet purposes, this cosmetic is unrie 
valled. Lewis Gaylord Clark, of the Knickerbocker 
Magazine, says of it: ‘We can say, from ocular proof, 
that the Balm of Thousand Flowers, a preparation for 
removing tan, pimples and freckles from the face, sha- 
ving, cleansing the teeth, perfuming the breath, &c., 
Fetridge & Co., proprietors, is the best article of the 
kind we have ever encountered.’ Price, 50 cents a 
bottle. A. Williams & Co., General Agents, 100 
Washington street, Boston. 


July 26. eop6m 


N 





DISSOLUTION COPARTNERSHIP. 


J EUBEN H. OBER retires from our firm this 
.U day, by mutual consent. 

The business of the firm will be settled by either of 
the late partners. Those indebted will please call and 
adjust the same as soon as possible. 

DAVID B. MOREY, 
REUBEN H. OBER, 
THOMAS SMITH, 


Boston, Jan. 1, 1857. 


The business hereafter will be carried on under the 
style of MOREY & SMITH, who will continue to 
manufacture Block Tin and Britannia Ware; will 
also keep on hand a general assortment of Glass and 
Japanned Ware, at Nos. 5 and7 Haverhill street, and 
would solicit a continuance of the age which has 
been so liberally bestowed on the firm. 


DAVID B. MOREY, 


THOMAS SMITH. 
Boston, January 1, 1857. 4w 


Heralds of Freedom. 


‘TRUTH, LOVE, JUSTICE.’ 


PUBLISHED THIS DAY, 
BY C.H.BRAINARD, 
124 Wasnincton Street, 
MAGNIFICENT lithographic Print, with the 
companion 





above title and motto, intended as a 
to the 


‘Champions of Freedom,’ 
in which are presented the Portraits of 


JOSHUA R. GIDDINGS, 
SAMUEL J. MAY. 


These Portraits have been drawn in the 
style of the art by that unrivalled French 
Grozelier, from 
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The Bear denied! the Leopard under locks! 
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_POnTRY. 


THE SUNDAY QUESTION. 
BY THOMAS HOOD: 








«It is the king’s highway that we are in, and in this 
way it is that thou hast placed the lions.’—Bunyan. 


What! shut the Gardens! lock the latticed gate! 
Refuse the shilling and the fellow’s ticket! 
And hang a wooden notice up to state, 
On Sundays no admittance at this wicket ! 
The birds, the beasts, and all the reptile race, 
Denied to friends and visitors till Monday ! 
Now, really, this appears the common case 
Of putting too much Sabbath into Sunday— 
But what is your opinion, Mrs. Grundy? 


The Gardens—so unlike the ones we dub 
Of Tea, wherein the artisan carouses— 
Mere shrubberies without one drop of shrub— 
Wherefore should they be closed like public-houses? 
No ale is vended at the wild Decr’s Head— 
No rum—nor gin—not even of a Monday— 
The Lion is not carved—or gilt—or red, 
And does not send out porter of a Sunday— 


But what is your opinion, Mrs. Grundy? 


As if his spots would give contagious fevers! 
The Beaver close as hat within its box ; 

So different from other Sunday beavers! 
The Birds invisible—the Gnaw-way Rats— 

The Seal hermetically sealed till Monday— 
The Monkey tribe—the Family of Cate— 

We visit other families on Sunday— 

But what is your gpinion, Mrs. Grundy? 


What is the brute profanity that shocks 
The super-sensitively serious feeling ? 
The Kangaroo—is he not orthodox 
To bend his le 
Was strict 
Struck all a-heap to see a Coati mundi? 


+3, the way he does, in kneeling ? 
Sir Andrew, in his Sabbath coat, 


Or did the Kentish Plumtree faint to note 


The Pelicans presenting bills on Sunday ?}— 


Sut what is your opinion, Mrs, Grundy? 
What featur 

What error in the bestial birth or breeding, 
the fret ? 


t in the feeding ! 


has repulsed the serious set ? 
To put their tender fancies o 

One thing 
Some 


is pl 1in—it is n 
stiffish people think that smoking joints 
Are carnal sins ‘twixt Saturday and Monday— 
But then the beasts are pious on these points, 
For they all eat cold dinners on a Sunday— 
But what is your opinion, Mrs. Grundy ? 
What change comes o'er the spirit of the place, 
As if transmuted by some spe!l organic ! 
Turns fell Hyena of the Ghoulish race? 
The Snake, pro tempore, the true Satanic ? 


Do Irish minds—( 





whose theory allows 

That now and then Good Friday falls on Monday)— 
Do Irish minds suppose that Indian Cows F 

Are wicked Bulls of Bashan on a Sunday ?— 

But what is your opinion, Mrs. Grundy? 
There are some moody Fellows, not a few, 

Who, turned by nature with a gloomy bias, 
Renounce black devils to adopt the blue, 

And think when they are di 
Is ’t possible that Pug’s untimely fun 


mal, they are pious: 
Has sent the brutes to Coventry till Monday ?— 

Perhaps some animal, no serious one, 

Was overheard in laughter on a Sunday— 


But what is your opinion, Mrs. Grundy ? 


What dire offence have serious Fellows found, 
To raise their spleen against the Regent’ 
Were charitable boxes 


And would not Guinea Pigs 


3 spinney ? 
handed round, 
subscribe their guinea? 
Perchance, the Demoiselle refused to molt 

The feathers in her head—at least till Monday ; 
Or did the Elephant, unseemly, bolt 

A tract presented to be read on Sunday ?— 


But what is your opinion, Mrs. Grundy? 


At whom did Leo struggle to get loose? 
Who mourns through Monkey-tricks his damaged 
clothing ? 
Who has been hissed by the Canadian Goose? 
On whom did Llama spit in utter loathing ? 
Some Smithfield saint did jealous feelings tell 
lo keep the Puma out of sight till Monday, 
Be 


As certain wild Itinerants on Sunday ?— 


} } yy 
wise he preyed € tempore as well 


But what is your opinion, Mrs. Grundy ? 
To me it seems that, in the oddest way, 
(Be 


Our would-be keepers of the Sabbath-day 


rging the pardon of each rigid Socius,) 


Are like the keepers of the brutes ferocious— 
As soon the Tiger might expect to stalk 

About the grounds from Saturday till Monday, 
As any harmless man to talk a walk, 
If Saints could clap him in a cage on Sunday— 


Bat what is your opinion, Mrs. Grundy? 


In spite of all hypocrisy can spin, 
As surely as I am a Christian scion, 
I cannot think it is a mortal sin— 
(Unless he’s loose)—to look upon a lion. 
I really think that one may go, perchance, 
To see a bear, as guiltless as on Monday— 
(That is, provided that he did not dance)— 
Bruin ’s no worse than bakin’ on a Sunday— 
But what is your opinion, Mrs. Grundy ? 


In spite of all the fanatic compiles, 
I cannot think the day a bit diviner, 
Because no children, with forsestalling smiles, 
Throng, happy, to the gates of Eden Minor— 
It is not plain, to my poor faith, at least, 
That what we christen ‘ Natural’ on Monday, 
The wondrous history of Bird and Beast, 
Can be unnatural because it’s Sunday— 
But what is your opinion, Mrs, Grundy ? 


Whereon is sinful fantasy to work ? 

The Dove, the winged Columbus of man’s haven? 
The tender Love-Bird—or the filial Stork ? 

The punctual Crane—the providential Raven? 
The Pelican, whose bosom feeds her young? 

Nay, must we cut from Saturday till Monday 
That feathered marvel with a human tongue, 

Because she does not preach upon a Sunday? 

But what is your opinion, Mrs. Grundy? 


The busy Beaver—that sagacious beast ! 

The Sheep that owned an Oriental Shepherd— 
That Desert-ship, the Camel of the East, 

The horned Rhinoceros—the spotted Leopard— 
The Creatures of the Great Creator's hand 

Are surely sights for better days than Monday— 
The Elephant, although he wears no band, 

Has he no sermon in his trunk for Sunday }— 

But what is your opinion, Mrs. Grundy ? 


What harm if men who bum the midnight-oil, 
Weary of frame, and worn and wan of feature, 
Seck once a week their spirits to assoil, 
And snatch a glimpse of ‘ Animated Nature’? 


. Better it were if, in his best of suits, 


The artisan, who goes to work on Monday, 

Should spend a leisure hour among the brutes, 
Than make a beast of his own self on Sunday— 
But what is your opinion, Mrs, Grundy? 


Why, zounds! what raised so Protestant a fuss, 
(Omit the ‘zounds!” for which I make apology,) 
But that the Papists, like some Fellows, thus 
Had some how mixed up Dens with their theology? 
Is Brahma’s Bull—a Hindoo god at home— 
A Papal Bull to be tied up till Monday ?— 
Or Leo, like his namesake, Pope of Rome, 
That there is such a dread of them on Sunday ?— 
But what is your opinion, Mrs, Grundy? 


Spirit of Kant! have we not had enough 
To make Religion sad, and sour, and snubbish 








But Saints Zoological must cant their stuff, 

As vessels cant their ballast—rattling rubbish ! 
Once let the sect, triumphant to their text, 

Shut Nero up from Saturday till Monday, 
And sure as fate they will deny us next 

To see the Dandelions on a Sunday— 

But what is your opinion, Mrs. Grundy ? 








Che Liberator. 








RESISTANCE TO TYRANTS OBEDIENCE 
TO GOD. 
New Garven, (Ohio,) Jan. 8, 1857. 
Dear Garrison: 

Few axioms are more clearly established in my 
mind than this: i. e., that resistance to tyrants is obe- 
dience to God. Who is the tyrant? He who seeks, by 
force, to subject others to his will, as a law of life. 
The supreme authority of each individual soul over 
itself is the innate, God-given right of each and every 
human being. The right and duty of each to decide 
for himself or herself what is true and false in princi- 
ple, and right and wrong in practice, and to be true to 
his own convictions, is the only basis of order, peace 
and good will among men. Fidelity to our own souls 
is the basis of all true and good government. To in- 
terpret the fixed laws of life and health to body and 
soul, and to obey one’s own interpretation of those 
laws; this is the only basis of personal responsibility. 
Whoever would force his own interpretations of these 
laws upon others, and compel them, by violence, or 
threats of violence, to do as he says, is a tyrant. 

tesistance to all such tyrants, whether they be indi- 
viduals, or religious or governmental combinations, is 
as clearly and certainly a religious duty, as is resis- 
tance to highway robbers, midnight assassins, or pi- 
rates on the high seas. 

American slaveholders are the most merciless and 
despotic tyrants on the globe. Resistance to them is 
the paramount duty of every American citizen—of 
every slave—and of every friend of God and man, in 
this and in all lands. I speak not now of the means 
of resistance, (of that soon,) but of the simple duty 
Resistance to slaveholders, open, bold, 
energetic resistance, and that for death or victory, is 
the one great demand of this age and nation—a re- 
sistance to cease only with the death of slavery. 

It is the right and duty of slaves to resist their mas- 
ters. Resistance to their masters is obedience to God, 
on the part of the slaves. My soul exults when I read 
and know of slaves setting at naught the authority of 
their masters, and bidding defiance to their power. 
There is a sublime and noble daring in the conduct of 
that individual slave, who, prompted by the great 
divine instincts and aspirations of his soul, spurns the 


to resist them. 


authority and defies the power of his oppressors, 
of the national and State 
and strikes for his inborn, inaliena- 
ble right to liberty. It is sad to see such men as 
Sumner, Giddings, Wilson, Hale, Seward, and oth- 
er 


though.in the form 
governments, 


Republican leaders, who believe that armed re- 
sistance to tyrants is obedience to God, refuse, when 
hard pushed by slaveholders, openly and boldly to as- 
sert and vindicate the right of the slaves thus to resist 


that seeks the abolition of slavery, and the emancipa- 
tion of the slave—no matter by what means—secks a 
humane, just and glorious end. But this just and 
holy object may be sought by unjust and inhuman 
means—by means which necessarily tend to defeat 
the end sought. Yet each one must decide for him- 
self how slaveholders are to be resisted. Each slave, 
in the exercise of his own judgment and conscience, 
and in obedience to his own convictions of right, 
and to the God that speaks in his own soul, has the 
God-given right to resist his master with such weapons 
as he shall deem just and fitting. If he holds the 
opinion of his master, that tyrants are to be resisted 
by killing them—if this is his highest conception of 
right and duty—as it is of nearly the whole body of 
slaveholders, backed up by Church and Government— 
then he must be true to his highest ideal of duty, and 
resort to the sabre and.the torch, to the bowie-knife 
and revolver, or to any weapon of death he can 
command. The slavcholders, sustained by the en- 
tire Church and Priesthood would consider it their 
duty to cut the threats and blow out the brains of one 
and all who should attempt to enslave them. The 
slaveholders themselves being witness, it is the 
right and duty of the slaves to kill, slay and destroy 
their masters. It is the right and duty of all who be- 
lieve that armed resistance to tyrants is obedience to 
God, to teach the slaves that it is their right and 
duty thus to resist their enslavers, to aid them 
to deadly weapons to kill their masters; to rouse 
them up to carry death into the kitchens, parlors, 
bedrooms and nurseries of slaveholders—as these have 
always done to the slaves, and always, in every bloody 
encounter between the slave and his enslaver, to join 
the enslaved, and sweep the slaveholding tyrants from 
the earth. That man is a murderer in spirit and 
principle, who, believing that armed resistance to ty- 
rants is obedience to God, would, in fulfilment of a 
compact of his ancestors, or in compliance with any 
Constitution or law, or at the call of Congress or the 
President, or of any power in the universe, take sides 
with the slaveholder in conflict with his slaves. 

These three things seem to me as clearly establish- 
ed laws of life as any ever taught by God to man:— 
1, The right and duty of the slave to resist his mas- 
ter, and never work, or continue one hour longer a 
slave. 2. The right and duty of the slave to resist 
the master by swch means as he shall deem right and 
expedient. 3. The right and duty of the people of 
the North, and of the friends of freedom the world 
over, to assist the slaves in their efforts to resist their 
oppressors. Humanity instinctively and necessarily 
resists the slaveholder, and every being in heaven 
and earth, and every organization of beings, that sanc- 
tions and sustains slavery. Slaveholders, as such, 
have no rights. All grants of rights to slaveholders 
are utterly null and void. 

But slavery can never be resisted and destroyed by 
violence and blood, any more than lying can be re- 
resisted and abolished by lying, drunkenness by 
drunkenness, impurity by impurity, war by war, and 
murder by murder. Violence is the essential law of 
slavery and all oppression. Slavery can no more ex- 
ist without violence and murder, than life without air 
and food. 

If man can have no right to enslave, much less can 





their masters. But they cower before the fear of in- 


juring the party. For a time, their manhood and 


| their nobleness are merged in their subserviency to 


party. It will not always be so. ‘These men, and all 
true friends of humanity, will one day, when the su- 
premacy of man over his incidents—when institutions 
for men, not men for institutions, shall have become 
the practical principle of life with them, openly, and 
before all the world, and in all places, maintain the 
right and duty of the slave to resist his master, and 
the right and duty of the people of the North, and of 
all the friends of freedom, to assist him. 

These thoughts are suggested by the present panic 
at the South, touching slave insurrections. Before me 
are extracts from yarious papers in Virginia, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Louisiana, Mis- 
sissippi, Tennessee, Arkansas, Missouri, Kentucky and 
Maryland, referring to intended insurrections among 
the slaves, and to the murder of the slaves for such 
supposed, but unproved insurrections, The entire 
slaveholding population is in the greatest alarm, lest 
their throats should be cut, their families destroyed, 
their wives and daughters violated, and their houses 
burned, by the outraged and long-suffering victims of 
their tyranny. Well may they tremble. Brow ror 
BLOW—a just and righteous retribution, is the corner- 
stone of their Church and State. Four millions are 
in their midst, whose wives and daughters they have 
ravished, whose hearthstones they haye polluted with 
innocent blood, whose flomestie relations and affec- 
tions they have despised and crushed, whose hus- 
bands and wives, parents and children, mothers and 
sisters, they have scourged and sold; and whose 
bodies and souls they have tortured and imbruted. 
The ery of vengeance, from these victims of their in- 
humanity, is ever sounding, like a midnight ery of 
blood and rapine, in their ears. But for the momen- 
tous issues involved, it would be ludicrous enough to 
see these slaveholding Governors, Legislators and 
Judges, the Brookses, the Butlers, the Masons, the 
Toombs, and all the slaveholding tyrants of the South, 
pale aud trembling like the meanest and most grovel- 
ling cowards, at the first whisper of an intended insur- 
rection of their slaves. 

Poor creatures! they have their reward. They fice 
when no man pursueth, as the consciously guilty ever 
do. One ominous feature of this affair—ominous to 
the South—is that, during all this excitement, not a 
paper nor pulpit, not a judge, legislator or governor, 
in the North, so far as I know, not even Bennett's 
Herald, the New York Observer, nor Journal of Com- 
merce, has expressed one word of sympathy for the 
pale, trembling and guilty slaveholder. I say, this 
absence of expressed sympathy in the North, even by 
the Northern wing of Border Ruffian, Gutta Percha 
Democracy, is ominous to the slaveholders. Does 
it not prove that the North is fast verging to a posi- 
tion when an insurrection of slaves against the ty- 
rants that crush them will be most welcome news— 
as welcome as would an effort of the serfs of Russia to 
cast off the tyranny that crushes them? Does it not 
prove that the fecling is fast gaining at the North, 
that resistance to their masters, on the part of the 
slaves, is obedience to God? and that, inthe final 
struggle—which must come—the North will be on the 
side of the slave, and against the slaveholder? 

I would not raise my hand to defend my country, 
or my friend, against those whom they held in slavery. 
If those who are nearest allied to me, by kindred or 
by country, persist in enslaving men, they must take, 
in their own persons, the results of their sins. I once 
offered this sentiment at Graefenberg, amid a large 
circle of friends. ‘What! ’—said one—‘ were vour 
own mother a slaveholder, and her slaves should rise 
against her, would you not defend her, and shoot down 
the slaves?’ ‘No,’ I answered, ‘I would not.’ Were 
my own mother to inflict on her fellow-beings this 
deepest wrong, and they should despise her anthority 
and defy her powers, I would still say, Resistance to 
tyrants is obedience to God—though that tyrant were 
my mother. I would, in sympathy and in action, join 
the oppressed against the oppressor, the enslaved 
against the enslavers. No matter who, in heaven or 
earth, may be the slaveholders, in war, in religion, in 
government, in social and domestic relations, my motto 
has been, for twenty years, and shall be until death, 
and forever—*‘No Unzon wirn S.avenonpers!’ 
My only conflict with slaveholders, as it is with mur- 
derers, assassins and pirates, is on that field where 
* Victory or Death’ is*the batile-ery. 


But, by what means are tyrants to be resisted? This 
must be decided by the sou/ of each individual. Each 
one must and will resist, by such means as he shall 
deem right, and best adapted to the end—i. e., the 
downfall of oppression. The end is always good. He 


he have the right to kill; for the right to liberty rests 
jon the right to life. Take away life, and you take 
| away liberty, and all rights that depend on life. The 
right to burn the whole house includes the right to 
| break in the windows and doors, and to do any thing 
to it short of its entire destruction. So the right to 
kill includes the right to strip a man of whatever is 
included. in, or dependent on, the right to life. If the 
| master can have no right to enslave his slaves, the slave 
| can have no right to kill his master. To protect lib- 
erty by taking life is to protect the arm by destroying 
the whole body. It is simply absurd; and the histo- 
| ry of all attempts to resist tyrants by killing them, 
| to destroy slavery and defend liberty by arms and 
| blood, demonstrates their folly and wickedness. 
| If every slave in the land had the knowledge, the 
firmness and manliness, on the morrow, to say to the 
| slaveholders—‘ I will be a slave no longer, nor will I 
resort to violence and blood to resist you’—how long 
would slavery continue? How many slaves would be 
tortured and killed? Slavery would instantly cease, 
without much bloodshed. 

But the slave has no such knowledge nor power. 
He knows only violence and blood as a means of re- 
| sistance; and knowing no higher law, he is guiltless 
| in slaying the oppressor, however opposed his conduct 
| may be to the fixed, eternal laws of life. But what a 
religion and government are the religion and govern- 
ment of this nation! They teach the people that arm- 
ed resistance to slaveholders is obedience to God. 
| Then,*when slaves rise and resist their slaveholding 
tyrants, that same religion and government call on the 
people to shoot down the slave, and defend the ty- 
rant! Hut, lying and hypocrisy are the animating 
spirits of the American Church and Republic. May 
they both speedily cease to cumber the earth ! 

HENRY C. WRIGHT. 
sional ilies 


BIBLE REVISION. 








Mr. Eprror: 

The following is an extract from the Christian Ad- 
vocate and Journal, (Methodist,) published in this city. 
I make it for the benefit of all whom it may concern : 

‘In England, there has been a great clamor for 
Scripture revision. It is chiefly among Rationalists 
in and out of the Church. * * * An English edi- 
tor thus refers to the serious consequences of such re- 
form: ** Once commence revision, correction, emenda- 
tion, and who shall say where it shall stop? Our 
chapters and verses are in some cases faulty. Correct 
them, and tens of thousands will lose their way in their 
Bibles, and have to go to school again. All quota- 
tions in all writings of divines for hundreds of years 
would be in confusion.”’’” 

The above is rather an awkward piece of informa- 
tion to lay before those who have been taught that the 
Bible is the infallible word of God. The Bible is 
faulty. Correct its faults, and tens of thousands will 
lose their way in it. Commence correction, and who 
shall say where it shallend? If a division into chap- 
ters and verses be so essential, why did not the in- 
spired authors, who were under the guidance of In- 
finite Wisdom, make such divisions? It would have 
prevented all those who read thf€ir Bibles before such 
divisions were made from losing their way in it. In 
fact, the Bible, without these chapters and verses, 
which are only of modern origin, may be regarded al- 
most as good as no Bible. Another eminent service 
might have been rendered to the cause of truth, if the 
authors of the Bible had just told us the meaning of 
what they said or wrote. Had they appended notes, or 
| put glossaries in the margin, we should not then have 
| been so frequently dependent upon the opinions of un- 
| inspired men for the truth of what God has revealed 

to us. Dr. Adam Clarke, the learned and critical 
| Methodist commentator, says, in his preface to his 
Commentary—‘ At first, the insertion of a word or 
sentence in the margin, explaining some particular 
word in the text, appears to constitute the whole of 
the comments. Afterwards, these were mingled with 
the text. * * * Comments written in this way have 
given birth to multitudes of various readings afforded 
by ancient manuscripts; for the notes of distinction 
being omitted or neglected, the gloss was often consid- 
ered an integral part of the text, and entered according- 
ly by succeeding copyists. Did the nature of this 
preface permit,’ he says, ‘ it might be useful to show 
by what gradations they proceeded from sithple verbel 
glosses to those colossal accumulations in which the 
words of God lie buried in the sayings of men.’ I 
might quote numerous passages from his Commenta- 
ry where he admits that not only texts have been al- 
tered and interpolated, but whole chapters. These 
things the great majority of those who belicve the 
Bible are ignorant of; and the best course for their 
teachers to pursue would be either wholly to conceal 








consequences, and at once set about correcting the 
Bible, and making it as near what the word of God 
should be as possible, for this is all that at presentcan 
be done, under the circumstances, 

But before they can establish the claims of the Bi- 
Oa cs an eee 
that is, its authorship. Upon 
agreement among the learned, and the ignorant know 
nothing about it. The first five books of the Bible, 
are generally ascribed to Moses, but it is evident from 
the books themselves that they were not written by 
Moses in that state in which we have them at pres- 
ent. How much of them was written by Moses, and 
how much has been since added, nobody can tell. 
The probability is, that Moses never wrote a line 
of them ; that the whole was written by some per- 
son long after the time of Moses, who made use of 
writings left by Moses, and of legends and traditions 
then existing among the Jews. All that Dr. Adam 
Clarke can say on the subject is, that the tradition 
of the Christian and Jewish Churches, to a very re- 
mote period, ascribe the work to Moses. But this 
tradition does not extend to the time of Moses by 
many hundreds of years; besides, tradition in such 
matters is an uncertain guide. 

The Doctor says, ‘ Every belicver in divine revela- 
tion finds himself amply justified in taking for grant- 
ed that the Pentateugh is the work of Moses.’ As 
to those who obstinately persist in their unbelief, he 
says—* When they have proved that Moses is not the 
author of the work, the advocates of Divine Revela- 
tion will reconsider fhe grounds of their faith.’ In- 
deed! Doubtless the Doctor continued, to the day of 
his death, to believe that Moses wrote the Pentateuch, 
because he could find no one to prove that he did not 
write it! 

The Books of Joshua, Judges, Samuel, &c., are in 


is no better argument among the learned, and the ig- 
norant know just as little about it. Samuel dies in 
the middle of the first Book, and is raised from the 
dead by the witch of Endor. Query, did Samuel write 
the books that bear his name? The fact is, it is not 
known who wrote them. And now, if the authors 
are unknown, how is it known that the authors were 
inspired, and that what was written by them was the 
inspired word of God? Suppose that those who ep- 
pose the alteration or correction of a single ‘ jot or 
tittle’ of what our present Bible contains, and prove 
that the Bible is now exactly as it was written, that 
there has been neither alteration nor interpolta- 
tion, and that the authors are all known, (neither of 
which can be proved,) they would yet have a very se- 
rious difficulty to meet, in proving that these authors 
were inspired men. So serious is this difficulty, that 
it is impossible for any man to know that another man 
is inspired. We may judge of the truth or the false- 
hood of his statements,—what he gives us as the words 
of inspiration,—and this is all the length we can go 
with the Bible, even were it as perfect as at the mo- 
ment it came from the pens of prophets and apostles. 
If those who,are so anxious for the diffusion of the 
Scriptures were to give us the Bible upon these terms, 
and set themselves to reducing it to as believable a 
form as possible, we think the diffiision of the Bible 
would be attended with better consequences than it 
has hitherto been. I have no hesitation in stating my 
belief, that the general belief in the inspiration of the 
truth of the Bible, as we have it, is injurious to the 
morals and destructive to the well-being of society, 
wherever it is acted upon. 
But we are told that the Bible was accompa- 
nied by miracles attesting its divine origin, that Moses 
>and Joshua, &c. &c., wrought miracles. Where is the 
proof? We have no collateral evidence of any such 
miracles ever being wrought. We have not the testi- 
mony of a single person, outside the Bible, who was or 
is capable of being a witness to the fact. If we have 
collateral evidence of some of the historical parts of 
the Bible, this is no evidence that the miracles which 
it records are equally true. The fact is, the tendency 
of its miraculous narrations would be to destroy the 
credibility of the whole history of what really admits 
of belief, were it not corroborated by other teach- 
ing. Nothing but the hallucination under which men 
labor when they practise the art of priesteraft could 
ever have led them to adduce the miracles narrated 
in the Bible as evidence of its divine origin. It is 
making the very incredibility of the book an evidence 
of its truth. If the truths of the Bible require con- 
firmation, it must be sought for somewhere else than 
in miracles, 
ROBERT JOUNSTON. 
New York, Jan. 11, 1857. 


meer 








alee 


From the New York Herald. 
THE ARRIVAL OF THE RESOLUTE IN 
ENGLAND. 

It is long since we had occasion to chronicle so 
pleasant a passage-at-arms with our English friends 
as the ceremonies which attended the reception of 
the Aretie discovery ship Resolute, in England. 


the same predicament as regards authorship. There} 9 


THE sl 


r=" We are glad to see the following movement in 
Upper Canada, and trust it will enlist many support- 
ers, and ultimately lead to something still more radi- 
cal. We are informed that the author of this excel- 
lent letter to the Editor of the Toronto Globe is an 
able chancery lawyer in that city, and that he is pre- 
paring a petition to Parliament in behalf of the prop- 
erty rights of women. 


RIGHTS OF WOMAN. 





‘ 4 From the Toronto Globe. 

THE PROPERTY OF MARRIED WOMEN. 

To the Editor of the Globe :— : 

Sm,—By marriage the husband and wife are one 
in law, and the husband thereu 


acquires 
a freehold interest during the joint lives of him- 
self and wife, in all such freehold property of 


inheritance as she was seized of at that time, or 
of which she may become so seized during the 
coverture; the wife, in fact, has no property of 
her own, her mal estate absolutely, and her 
real estate, so long as she remains married, are 
her husband’s. If a husband obtains judgment for 
a debt due to his wife, though it accrued due 


ious to iage, he is at law entitled to the 
whole fund; so with toa ae 
band may a iate the whole, if the executor 


pay it to.bim. Shé cannot at law di of her 
property, nor make a will without the consent 
of usband ; and if a wife carries on a sepa- 
rate trade, even with her hushand’s consent, he 
wc gear oh arte Gh BB sea oe 
of iage, is in fact instant rived of all civi 
rights. True it is that the Court of Chancery in 
this Province has endeavored to remedy the faulty 
principles of the common law, in many of these 
respects, but there are some for which no remedy 
but a change in the law can avail ; and even in cases 
where the Court of Chancery would i > it 
frequentl waren that a woman cannot seek re- 

Tress, ia y the aid of friends, means sufficient 
to pay the costs be provided, the conunon law hold- 
ing that all her personal estate belongs absolutely to 
her husband. These laws often bear heavily upon 
women, even when protected by the forethought of 
their relatives, by marriage settlement, by the social 
training of their husbands, and by the refined customs 
of the rank to which they may belong; but much 
more unequivocal is the injury sustained by women 
of the lower classes, for whom no such provision can 
be made by parents, who possess no means of appeal 
to expensive legal protection, and in regard to whom 
the education of the husband and the habits of his 
associates offer no moral guarantee for the tender 
consideration of a wife. Is this as it should be? 
Do we need no law reform in this respect? Shall it 
be said that, because it has been the law of England 
for so many years, we should not now think of dis- 
turbing the present state of things? Let it be 
remembered that the first laws of a nation are 
usually adapted to a state of semi-harbarism, that 
it is reserved for later ages gradually to lay down 
juster principles of legislation ; and with respect to 
the present law of married women, it may truly be 
said to be adapted only to a state of semi-barbarism. 
The time has past, at least so far as this Province is 
concerned, when such laws were required—if ever, 
indeed, they were required. 

According to Sir William Blackstone, human 
rights may be reduced to three principal or primary 
articles. 1. The right of personal security, 2. The 
right of personal liberty. 3. The right of private 

roperty. According to the present state of our 
jaws, Women may perhaps be said to possess the 
first, and sometimes, but not always, the second of 
these rights; but she certainly does not enjoy the 
third either as to her real or personal property ; for 
let adversity overtake her husband, let creditors 
press, and that which she deemed her private prop- 
erty, and which by right should be her private 
property. is sab uway to pay the debts of her hus- 
and. It may be the parent of the wife had 
in his lifetime labofed industriously with the view 
of seeuring her a little independence, but when she 
took the step and became a wife, that for which her 
parent worked hard, and which should by the third 
article, aecording to Blackstone, have been her right, 
is without her having done any act by which it ought 
to be affected, taken from her and her little ones to 
pay debts which she never contracted, and over 
which she had no control. And why is this? Be- 
cause by the act of marriage, according to the pres- 
ent law, that which belonged prior to marriage to 
the woman absolutely became her hushand’s for life. 

Some may say that these laws have been long in 
existence, and therefore may be supposed to be well 
known ; and such being the cas, they ask why do 
not women previous to marriage take the preeaution 
of having marriage settlements, and thereby protect 
their property. The answer to which is, dha there 
should be no Jaw by which such previous precaution 
became necessary. Besides, there are thousands who, 
possessed of property, have never heard of sucha thing 
asa marriage settlement, and if they had, but few 
would think it worth their while to take advantage 
of it, owing to the small amount of property pos- 
sessed by them. 

The neighboring States are much in advance of us 
in respect to the law on this subject. As early as 
1847, the State of Vermont enacted that ‘ the rente, 
* issues, and — of the real estate of any married 
‘woman, und the interest of the husband in her 
‘right to the same, whether acquired before or after 
‘marriage, shall be exempt from attachment or ex- 
‘eeution for the sole debt of the husband ; and no 
‘conveyance of the husband during coverture of 





Every one knows, by this time, that this vessel, 
abandoned in the Arctic ocean by Sir Edward 


brought into a New England port, bought and re- 
fitted at a cost of $40,000 by the United States 
ae and sent to England, under Captain 
lartstein, as a present to Her Majesty. We believe 
we are only rendering justice to Senator Mason, of 
Virginia, in crediting him with the happy idea of 
this graceful international compliment. 

The English, as all who know them expected, 
have received the compliment like a courteous and 
high-toned nation. ‘The Queen visited the Resolute, 
and, being something of a sailor herself, inspected 
her minutely, inquiring curiously from Captain 
Hartstein, the meaning of the various Arctie im- 

lements she saw. Captain Hartstein dined with 

er, and both he and his crew received civilities 
without number from public bodies and private 
individuals. The tone of the press has never been 
so friendly to the United States. Altogether, this 
little affair seems to have done more to put John 
Bull in a good humor with us than any thing that 


ton is forgotten in the general excitement, and a 
successor will probably be named to him before the 
entente cordiale is clouded over. 

When one sees how much can be aceomplished by 
a trifle of this kind, it is amazing that such testi- 
monials of good feeling are not more frequent. In 
the constant daily intereourse which we maintain 
with England, opportunities for small civilities of 
this kind are very plentiful. Englishmen are con- 
stantly coming here, and countrymen of ours going 
there. Scores of -_— of both countries leave the 
ports of each every in the week. Indeed, our 
intercourse could hardly be more constant or larger 
if we were coterminous countries ; and the oppor- 
tunities for displaying good feeling are in propor- 
tion. How differently the two countries might 
have worked along in the world, had there been an 
annual shake hands like this of the Resolute ! 


Tur Retrmcrion. It is now stated that the rea- 
son why Capt. Hartstein and the officers who took 
the Resolute to England, did not return in the Brit- 
ish frigate Retribution, was because Mr. Dallas, our 
Minister to St. James, did not think it proper to ae- 
cept the offer of the British government, to send 
them home in a national vessel. They will return 
in the steamer Washington, from Southampton. 
The most extensive arrangements had been at 
New York to give the officers of the Retribution a 


fitting reception, and much disappointment is ex- 
- The naval officers at Brooklyn had project- 
ed a ball and banquet of great ificence and 


—— and the city authorities of New York, and 
the Chamber of C ce, had made ample 
vision to maintain the hospitable character 
city on the occasion. It is much to be 
that ba gee f to exehan 
the English will pass unimproved. 








the 
be regretted 
hospitalities with 





Tue ‘Grear Eastern.’ This mammoth steam- 
ship, which at some indefinite period is ted to 
arrive at Portland, exceeds the length of Noah’s 
Ark 230 feet, and that of the Persia, the largost 
steamship yet afloat, 310 fect. The whurves erect- 
ing for her ion at Fish Point, Portland, 








these facts, or candidly acknowledge them and the 


Belcher’s orders, was found by an American whaler, 


has occurred for years. Even poor Sir John Cramp- 


‘such right or interest shall be valid, unless the 
|‘ same be executed jointly by the husband and wife, 
‘ Married women may Liste their real estate, or 
‘any interest therein, descendible to their heirs.’ 
And the laws of Pennsylvania provide that ‘ every 
‘ species and description of property * * * * 
‘shall continue to be the property of such woman 
‘as fully after marriage as before.’ And this prin- 
ciple has been adopted by the State of Maine, Mas- 
sachusetts, Rhode Island, North Carolina, Florida, 
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Tennes- 
see, Michigan, ‘dint, Missouri, fowa, Wisconsin, 
Texas, and California. 

In New York, the laws have gone even further ; 
for there it is provided, that deposits made in any 
Savings’ bank, or other institution of the kind, by 
the wife, shall be payable to her only ; and the law 
in all these States is found to work well. This, 
therefore, is no novel idea. An article in one of the 
late Reviews, from which much of what is here 
stated is drawn, states that, in England, the ques- 
tion of reform in the law of property of married 
women has lately been sofeered to a committee by 
the ‘Society for Promoting the Amendment of the 
Law,” and they propose the following project for a 
new law on the subject :— 

Ist. The common law rules, which make marriage 
a gift of all the woman’s personal property to the 
husband, to be repealed. 

2nd. Power in a married woman to hold separate 
property by law, as she now may in equity. 

3rd. A woman marrying without any antenuptial 
contract, to retain her property, and after acquisi- 
tions and earnings, as if she were a femme sole. 

4th. A married woman, haying separate proper- 
ty, to be liable on her separate contracts, whether 
made before or after marriage. . 

5th. A husband not to be liable for the antenup- 
tial debts of his wife, any further than any property 
brought to him by his wife under settlement extends. 

6th. A married woman to have the power of mak- 
ing a will, and on her death intestate, the principle 
of the ga of distributions as to her hus 8 
personality, mutatis mutandis, to apply to the pro 
erty of the wife, ei ia sist 

7th. The rights of succession between husband 
and wife, whether as to real or personal estate, or 
to dower, to be framed on principles of equal justice 
to cach party. 

Besides which, a petition by the Women of Eng- 
land, married and single, numerously signed, pray 
ing for an amendment of the laws on the subject, 
was presented by Lord Brougham to the House of 
Peers, in March last, and Sir Erskine Perry took 
¢ of it for the House of Commons. 

ill the Women of Canada West take the mat- 
ter in hand, and follow the example set them by 
their sisters in England? If so, now is the time ; 
not a moment should be lost, in order that a peti- 
tion, signed by all who are desirous of doing 80, 
may be ready for tation on the meeting of 
Parliament in Febraary next. They have but to be 
resulved, and the thing is accomplished. 

In the meantime, it is to be hoped that some more 
eo take up the subject ; for it is a matter 
worthy of the consideration, not only to 
women, but to fathers, husbands and brothers—all 
are interested in that which tends to render justice 
to women. ours, &e., B. 











are expected to be completed in June. 


Toronto, 18th Dec., 1856. 


ts. A woman, by the act} 








CATHARTIC PILLS 


PERATE by their powerful 
viseera to purify the blood and 
healthy action. They remove the o! 
stomach, bowels, liver, and other organs of 
and, by restoring their irregular action to hema body, 
wherever they exist, such derangements as , » Cotter, 


influence on the in 
Stimulate it j 
Structions 9 


causes of An extensive trial re the 
by Professors, Physicians, and Patients, bee - ~ 
of dangerous diseases almost beyond belief DWT cures 
not substantiated by persons of such exalted ttt 
and character as to forbid the POsitiog 


Their certificates are published in my Ameres. tra 


which the Agente bel man; 
free to all inquiring. ow named are pleased jo furnat 


Annexed we give Directions for their i 
plaints which they have been found tomer the 
For Costrvenrss.— Take one or two pills 
uantity as to gently move the bowels, Costiner ; 

uently the aggravating cause of Prips and > pe . 
of one pomeiciat is the cure of both. No thie 
feel well while under a costive habit of body. Han 
should be, as it can be, promptly relieved, ™"* 

For Dyspepsia, which is sometimes the 
Costiveness, and always uncomfortable, take wild s 
—from one to four—to stimulate the prema. | 
liver into healthy action. They will do it ad 
Ganga Wanner a dyspepsia wil raat 
4 en it is gone, Y 
you ar ni gone, don't forget what cured 

or A Fovr MACH, or Morbid Inaction . 
els, which produces general depression of re Bow. 
bad health, take from four to eight Pills at int, 
smaller doses afterwards, until activity and s oan 
ee in the system. s trength an 

orn Nervousness, Sick Hranac 

in the Stomach, Back, or Side, take (tg to ei 
ills on going to bed. If they do not o rate Br Sisn 
y, take more the next day until they i pen 
plaints will be swept out from the system, Don't wen 
isfeak kindred disorders because Your stomach 

‘OR OFULA, ERYSIPELAS, and all dj 
Skin, take the Pills freely and Mende Gon of te 
bowels open. The eruptions will generally soon bey “ 
diminish and disappear. Many dreadful ulcers calin ~ 
have been healed up by the purging and purifvin feet 
of these Pills, and some disgusting dis cee 


LASES, Which se 
to saturate the whole system, have comple Aoperreys 


their influence, leaving the sufferer in perfert heel 
Patients! your duty to society fort ent a 
parade yourself around the world covered with os, 
ples, blotches, ulcers, sores, and all or any of theo 
clean diseases of the skin, because your System w ae 
eleansing. : : nt 
To Purtry THE Boon, they are the best medic 
ever discovered. They should be taken freely and os 
quently, and the impurities which sow the seeds of ines 
rable eaten will be swept out of the system like ¢} r 
before the wind. By this property they do as nmeh on 
in preventing sickness as by the remarkable cures which 
they are making every where. : 
Liver Comriaint, Javnxvice, and all Bilious Afie 
tions arise from some derangenent —either torn 
congestion, or obstructions of the Liver. Tor 


Com. 


TA, Pain 






: pres ny 
and congestion vitiate the bile, and render it unfit for 
digestion. This is disastrous to the health, and the com 


stitution is frequently undermined by no other conse 
Indigestion is the symptom. Obstruction of the duet 
which empties the bile into the stomach causes the by 
to overflow into the blood. This produces Ja 
with a long and dangerous train of evils. ( 
or, alternately, costiveness and diarrhea, prevails, 
ish symptoms, languor, low spirits, weariness, restlessness, 
and melancholy, with sometimes inability to sleep, and 
sometimes great drowsiness ; sometimes there js severe 
pain in the side; the skin and the white . 
come a greenish yellow; the stomach a 
sore to the touch ; the whole system irri ‘ 
dency to fever, which may turn to bilious fever, bi c, 
bilious diarrhara, dysentery, Kc. A medivim dose of three 
or four pills taken at night, followed by two or three in 
the morning, and repeated a few days, will remove the 
eause of all these troubles. It is wic'ed to suffer such 
pains when you can cure them for 25 cents. 

RuevmatisM, Govt, and all Inflammatory Fevers are 
rapidly cured by the purifying effects of these Pills upon 
the blood and the stimulus which they afford to the vita 
principle of Life. For these and all kindred complaints 
they should be taken in mild doses, to move the bowels 
gently, but freely. 

As a Dinnex P11, this is both agreeable and useful 
No pill can be made more pleasant to take, and certainly 
none has been made more effectual to the purpose for 
which a dinner pill is employed. 

PREPARED BY 
J.C. AYER, 
Practical and Analytical Chemist, 
LOWELL, MASS., 
AND SOLD BY 
THEODORE METCALF & €O., ? 
BREWER, STEVENS & CUSHING, § 
BROWN & PRICE, Salem; 
H. H. HAY, Portland; 
J. N. MORTON & CO., Concord, MH; 


Druggists and Dealers in Medicine every 
F D2 6m 


Boston Hall of Arts. 


HIS Institution is now open for the reception of 
Machines, Models, Manufactured Fabrics, Raw 
Materials for Manufacture, and all objects of noveliy 
or interest connected with the useful or ommamental 
arts. It consists of two well lighted rooms, each . 
by 50, and 14 feet high, in a substantial new 7 
building, centrally located. It is designed to be 
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Boston, Jan. 1, 1857. w 
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tracts from the Madison Pape 
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THOMAS RYAN 
nm for t 
VING returned to Boston. a 
wid tal to resume his teaching sii 
SINGING, PIANO, and THOROUGH a 
Residence, 15 Dix Place. Mr. R. visits P® 
Brookline twice a week. 
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LLIAM HAY W0C Print 

Sone S. HAYWOOD, 
Hopedale, Dee. 23, 1856. 
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